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We are delighted to welcome Debra 
Oswald, acclaimed Australian writer and 
two times winner of the NSW Premier’s 
Literature Award, as our 2026 speaker. 
She has forged her writing career across 
every literary genre: novels, television 
and film scripts, theatre and children’s 
literature. Her talent was recognised at 
the young age of 17 when she wrote her 
first play, Our Hopeful Youth which was 
workshopped at the 1977 Playwright’s 
Conference and broadcast on ABC radio. 
She went on to study at the Australian National 
University and the Australian Film, Television and 
Radio School. 

Her plays have been produced widely in Australia 
and overseas. For example, Dags has been performed 
in Britain and the United States. Mr Bailey’s Minder 
and The Peach Season premiered at the Griffin Theatre 
Company; Mr Bailey’s Minder later premiered in the 
United States at Philadelphia’s Walnut Street Theatre, 
earning her the Seaborn Playwright’s Prize. Gary’s 
House was staged in Japanese in Tokyo by Rakutendan 
Theatre in 2008. In 2021, she made her on-stage 
debut with her one-woman show Is There Something 
Wrong With That Lady at the Griffin Theatre.

She has written four plays for teenage audiences 
including House on Fire, performed by the Australian 
Theatre for Young People in 2010. Of her two 
previous plays, Skate toured in the Belfast Festival 
and Stories in the Dark won the NSW Literary Award. 
The judges commented on the latter: ‘By engaging us 
with dark tales, paradoxically told as a distraction in 
a time of war, Oswald probes the role of imagination 
in survival, with insight and sureness of craft … 
[her] clear-eyed, compassionate play shows us the 
role of story in making sense, and thus its place in 
the persistence of hope.’

For television, she was the 
creator and head writer for the 
successful series Offspring, for 
which she won the Australian 
Academy for Cinema and 
Television Arts Award for best TV 
Screenplay in 2014, and which 
ran for seven series. Among her 
other TV credits are Police Rescue, 
Wildside, Magic Mountain, The Secret 
Life of Us and Bananas in Pyjamas.

Debra has also acquired many 
credits in the genre of children’s literature. Her novels 
include Me and Barry Terrific, The Return of the Baked Bean, 
The Redback Leftovers, Getting Air and Blue Noise, a story 
about teenagers who establish a blues band.

She has written four adult novels: House on Fire, The 
Whole Bright Year and The Family Doctor. Her latest novel, 
published in 2025, is One Hundred  Years of Betty. The 
main protagonist Betty is looking back over her life 
from where she is now. Debra described her as ‘... a 
spirited woman doing the best with what is available to 
her – experiencing and responding to the major events 
through which she has lived.’ Elsewhere Debra said: 
‘I’m writing the old woman I hope I will be’. This book 
is currently on the reading list of the Library’s Book 
Club.

In an interview with journalist Jenny Tabakoff in 
2002 Debra shared her insight into why people may 
choose to be a writer: ‘I think part of the impulse to 
become a writer is that you want to live a hundred 
different lives but ... this terrible realisation hits you 
that you’re not, you’re only going to live one. And even 
if it’s a good one, by going down through this door there 
are other doors you can never go to. I love my life. I just 
want to have more. I’m greedy.’ 
				    Suzanne Marks

Annual Luncheon Speaker: Debra Oswald 
Curious, dogged, optimistic:  50 years as a feminist writer in Australia



Annual General Meeting 
2026 
 
The Library’s AGM was held on 1 May at the Ultimo 
Community Centre and led by Chair Christine Yeats. The 
meeting was attended by 23 members. The minutes of the 
2025 AGM were accepted as a true record of that meeting. 
The 2025 Annual Report and 2025 Financial Report were 
presented and accepted. The Annual Report is available for 
download from our website.

We are pleased 
to welcome two new 
members to the Board: 
Viktoriya Butler (pictured 
right with Christine 
Kibble) and Alice Paul.

The Library’s Board 
of Management now 
consists of Chair Christine 
Yeats, Vice Chair Dr Janet 
Ramsay, Treasurer Jean 
Burns, Secretary Sherri 
Hilario, Viktoriya Butler, 
Michele Ginswick, Robyn Harriott, Barbara Henery, Christine 
Kibble, Alice Paul, Alison Rees-Oliviere, Beverley Sodbinow, 
Barbara Thompson, and Dr Hilary Yerbury.

The Australian Charities and Not-for-Profit Commission 
2025 Annual Information Statement has been submitted and 
the ACNC Charity Register updated.

Sherri Hilario

Book Club update

Jessie Street National Women’s Library

Australia’s National Women’s Library is a 
specialist library, its focus being the collection and 
preservation of the literary and cultural heritage 
of women from all ethnic, religious and socio-
economic backgrounds.

Aims

To heighten awareness of women’s issues.
To preserve records of women’s lives and 
activities.
To support the field of women’s history.
To highlight women’s contribution to this country’s 
development.

Patrons

Quentin Bryce AD CVO; Elizabeth Evatt AC; Dr 
Beverley Kingston; Clover Moore AO, Lord Mayor of 
Sydney; Nadia Wheatley.

Board of Management

Chair Christine Yeats, Vice Chair Dr Janet Ramsay 
PSM, Treasurer Jean Burns, Secretary Sherri 
Hilario, Viktoriya Butler, Michele Ginswick, Robyn 
Harriott, Barbara Henery, Christine Kibble, Alice 
Paul, Alison Rees-Oliviere, Beverley Sodbinow, 
Barbara Thompson, Dr Hilary Yerbury.

Editorial Team

Kris Clarke, Jessica Stewart, Jan Burnswoods, 
Editors; Margaret Knowlden, Proofreader. 

The  Library’s Book Club met on 24 March in the 
Members Lounge at the Art Gallery.

The books discussed were Always Home, Always 
Homesick by Hannah Kent  and A Great Act of Love by 
Heather Rose.  We enjoyed both books though Liz said 
she abandoned the Rose book after an explicit torture 
scene early in the novel. We agreed to carry over the 
discussion until May so that absentees might discuss it.

More generalised conversation was about reading  for 
the next meeting, on 26 May, and the following books 
were selected:  A Great Act of Love by Heather Rose - 
historical novel;  Mermaid Singing and Peel Me A Lotus, 
both by Charmian Clift - travelogue and memoir;  Hard 
Joy: life and writing by Susan Varga – memoir; The God 
Of No Good by Sita Walker - memoir of six women in 
Walker’s family.

In addition, One Hundred  Years of Betty, a work of 
historical fiction by Debra Oswald, who is to be the 
guest speaker at the Libraty’s Annual Luncheon in 
September, would be a good book to read.

To add to the list is a novel entitled The Life of Silvia 
Lennox by our own Book Club member Elizabeth 
Hamlin. self-published on Amazon. This is the second 
edition, ranked 65 in the Amazon Top 100 Literary 
Fiction section, now available as an e-book or as a 
paper copy.  Liz has donated a copy to the Library and 
welcomes feedback on her first novel. Well done Liz!  

Barbara Henery 

Apology:  The editors apologise for the use of 
the wrong photo of Dr Beverley Kingston in the 
February Newsletter.



Women and Arts Festival, 1982
On entering the Jessie Street National Women’s Library and 
looking up at the decorated walls, your gaze might pause upon a 

particularly vivid poster. 
Larger than life against a 
bright azure background, 
a leotard-clad woman 
jumps in the air with arms 
and legs wide. Behind 
her, subtly mirroring her 
pose, Leonardo da Vinci’s 
nude ‘Vitruvian Man’ is 
reimagined as a woman 
wearing pants. Above, pink 
and yellow text as bold as 
the central technicolour 
figure states proudly: 
Women and Arts Festival.

How better to represent 
the verve, diversity, and 
overwhelming success 

of the NSW Women and Arts Festival of 1982? Notably endorsed 
by NSW Premier Neville Wran and developed as a part of the 
broader state government Women and Arts Project, the October 
1982 Festival involved a month of artistic performances, seminars, 
workshops, displays, and projects. Reflecting the broader global 
Women’s Art Movement of the 1960s and 1970s, the Festival 
sought not only to promote, celebrate, and inspire women artists, 
but also to acknowledge the discrimination women face in the arts.

Primary evidence of the entire lifespan of the 1982 Festival, 
from pre- to post-event, is available across a wide range of formats 
in the Library. One example, a comprehensive ‘Women and Arts 
Report’ from January 1983 details early plans for the purpose, 
structure, and funding of the Festival, while brainstorming sessions 
for different workshop ideas are recorded in a special edition of the 
periodical Craft NSW. 

Moving from planning to promoting, we can see a flyer on pink 
paper advertising the Theatre Seminars event and a bulletin outlining 
the Festival programme, both featuring enrolment forms. There 
is even an eight-page Sunday Telegraph spread of the extensive final 
program, complete with an opening message of support from the 
NSW Premier. Seminar papers and transcripts offer a vivid record 
of the discussions being held at the time about women in the arts. 
Posters, an art book, a book of poetry and stories, a badge, and even 
a decorative tea towel in the archives offer visual representations of 
the art being created and shared during the Festival.

The diversity of art forms and artists in the Library’s holdings is 
testament to the depth and breadth of our impressive collections. 

Ness Bryan
Master of Information Studies student, Charles Sturt University

New volunteer Barbara 
Thompson 
 I joined the Library Board exactly a year ago, at the 
2025 Annual General Meeting.

My background is probably different from others on 
the Board – I completed a Bachelor of Business from the 
then Institute of Technology (now University of 
Technology Sydney) and commenced work in the 
accounting profession. I then went on to complete my 
qualification as a Chartered Accountant and later I 
completed my MBA through the AGSM.

My work was with one of the Big Four accounting 
firms where I worked for 33 years – working audit, 
accounting in the small business 
area and then the last twenty 
years in the secretariat area, 
working with the Boards of 
the practice.  Working with the 
Boards sparked my interest in 
corporate governance and I was 
also on a couple of not-for-profit 
Boards which led me to complete a 
certificate course in corporate governance for not-for-
profit organisations. 

Since leaving full-time work I have been lucky enough 
to ease my way into retirement by working two days 
a week for a small listed investment company, which 
has freed up time for me to travel. I enjoy walking 
adventures overseas and have done a few walks in Italy, 
doing five-day walks for the Cinque Terra, the Amalfi 
Coast, Lake Como and Sicily. Also travelling to Spain 
and Portugal, Scandinavia and Russia was fantastic. 
Travel within Australia is also amazing and doing a trip 
from Broome to Darwin has definitely been one of the 
best trips I have done.

When I’m not working or travelling, I play golf 
(poorly) and do some community work. I like to keep 
fit by walking every day and I enjoy reading and having 
dinners with friends.

Capital Investment Fund
Since it was launched in September 2009, the 
Capital Investment Fund has reached over 
$702.685. Our target is $1,000,000, which 
will provide essential support for Library 
operations. 

If you would like to contribute, please indicate 
on the membership/donation form.

CIF donations since February 2026: 

Julie James Bailey (ongoing)
Gail Davis
Ardyce Harris



In 1974, the first women’s refuge was established at minimal 
cost in a derelict church building in Glebe, NSW.  Named 
Elsie, it was launched by the early women’s movement who 
perceived an urgent need for a safe place for women and their 
children to escape from domestic violence.  Forty years later, 
there were more than sixty refuges throughout the state, 
often full to overflowing.  Successive federal governments 
funded the burgeoning service, commencing with the Whitlam 
Government. By 1982, the responsibility was passed to the 
states.  In an attempt to cut rising costs, a decision was made in 
2014 by the NSW Liberal Government to outsource the service 
using an open tender process.  A business model overlooked 
women’s need for safety and protection and redefined the 
problem as ‘homelessness’.  Now space could be offered to men 
and/or women who were identified as ‘clients’ but surprisingly 
not children. According to Sillett.  a client is usually defined ‘one 
who purchases a service or advice from a professional’ 

Tenders were called for homeless refuges and awarded 
primarily to faith-based charities, reducing expense to the 
government of the day.  The existing ‘feminist’ refuges, 
established by women for women and children, were dismantled 
and refuge workers of many years’ experience throughout the 
state were summarily dismissed.  Sixteen of those women, 
former members of  The Women’s Refuge Movement who lost 
their careers, have contributed to a collective memoir entitled 
The Dinosaur’s Roar, edited by Sharron Sillett.  Sillett was joined 
by several of her former co-workers and gave the first Lunch 
Hour Talk of 2026 to a packed audience.  

Refuge staffers remembered being branded as ‘dinosaurs’ 
or labelled as ‘old hat’! There was a perception amongst 
(predominantly male) politicians of the day, that feminism 
had run its course and was no longer necessary.  The domestic 
violence statistics then and now would indicate otherwise, with 

Lunch Hour Talk -  16 April , Sharon Sillett: 

The Dinosaur’s Roar

Lunch Hour Talks
Venue/Time: 12.00-

1.30pm
Customs House 

Library, 31 Alfred St, 
Sydney  — on Circular 

Quay
Enter via front of 
Customs House 

Cost: $20 (members) 
$25 (non-members) 
including light lunch. 
Pay at the door. Book 

by noon Monday 
before the talk. 

Ph (02) 9571 5359

18 June Dr Zephie 
Comino Cernie
Madge Barnes and 
Annie Praed: Australia’s 
first women graduates 
in dentistry

Madge Barnes and Annie 
Praed  were members of 
the inaugural cohort to be 
awarded the Bachelor of 
Dental Surgery in 1903 at 
the University of Sydney.

In this talk, drawing on 
her PhD research, Zephie 

explores the factors that 
enabled these two women 
to join that inaugural 
graduating class and trace 
the pathways that led them 
to this significant moment 
in the history of professional 
Australian women. 

20 August Kate Rowe
How the F*ck Would I Know? 

Kate is 75, Ten Pound Pom, 
Aussie by choice, ageing 
lesbian feminist, 78er, clean 
and sober for 49 years, 
child sexual abuse and rape 

survivor, feminist, athlete, 
travel adventurer and 
unapologetic truth-teller. 
Kate brings sharp wit and 
deep humanity to her stories. 
In her recently released 
memoir, How the F*ck Would 
I Know? Kate shares stories 
drawn from a life lived boldly 
and honestly, reflecting 
on joy, resilience, politics, 
humour and freedom often 
found in unexpected, 
everyday places.

15 October 
To be advised

one woman every 
week in Australia 
being murdered by 
an intimate partner.  
Refuge workers, often 
themselves survivors 
of domestic violence, had given many years of invaluable 
counsel to desperate women victims, many with children. 
They supported them through the frightening process of 
leaving dangerous relationships to lead independent lives.

The Domestic Violence movement has consistently 
argued that abused women deserved the kind of specialised 
support they had been providing. However, it seemed to the 
workers that refuges were being used as ’dumping grounds’ 
for people who had fallen between the cracks of the system.  
Government assessment processes linked to funding may be 
seen as mere data collection and in the eyes of many former 
workers now risked women’s safety.                 

Barbara Henery

New members
Welcome to our new members:
Elizabeth Cowell	 Catherine (Kate) A Curr
Anneke Deutch	 Kathrine Gordon
Ruby Harris		  Cheryl Michler
Penelope Norton	 Wendy Pryor
Liz Smith		  Gabrielle Hyde-Smith
Helen Zigmond



Newsworthy projects in 
the Library
Across recent months, including National Women’s 
History Month, there have been several newsworthy 
projects undertaken in the Library and beyond. Beginning 
locally, several librarians and cataloguers have begun an 
ongoing project to digitise and fully catalogue all 100+ 
audio recordings of the Lunch Hour Talks (LHTs) and 
Annual Luncheon speeches. The primary goal is to create 
consistent, comprehensive catalogue entries that allow 
direct access to the audio. The Library team has begun 
converting CDs of these events and speeches into digital 
audio files. This digitisation will ensure everything is in 
a consistent and more accessible format, which will be 
crucial for connecting wider audiences.

The LHTs have been – and continue to be – a testament 
to the breadth and communal value of the Library. Since 
their very first LHT event in April 1996, the Library began 
regularly organising small talks and open forums held 
‘during the lunch-hour’. Notably, although the Library 
began recording audio of these events from 1999 onwards, 
technological capabilities of linking catalogue entries to 
audio files have only come about within the last decade. 
As such, efforts to catalogue the LHTs began in earnest 
around 2016 and, today, are being revisited with greater 
priority. In doing so, the Library team hopes to bring the 
LHT audio – and the decades of positive relationships with 
guest speakers and audience members that they represent 
– into the spotlight.

The Library’s support for women across Australia could 
also be seen throughout the recent National Women’s 
History Month, and particularly on International Women’s 
Day (IWD). During March, the Library took time to 
reflect on the courageous women who fought for the 
rights we seek to safeguard today. Each week of that 
month, I had the fantastic opportunity to research and 
write short biographies on several exceptional Australian 
women for the Library’s social media. I found myself in 
awe throughout this entire project, as my research took 
me deep into the work of women who fought tirelessly, 
often for entire lifetimes, to improve conditions for all 
women.

Today, it is more important than ever to draw inspiration 
from these pioneers who came before; it is thirty years 
since world leaders promised equal rights for women 
and girls, and today not a single country has yet achieved 
gender equality. Worse still, we have seen a terrifying rise 
in efforts to revoke women’s rights across the globe – 
particularly rights to bodily autonomy, safety, and freedom 
from violence and discrimination. Our 2026 National 
History month theme, ‘Guarding the Ground We Gained’, 
and the 2026 IWD theme, ‘Balance the Scales’, both 
reflect the dire need for more action, not more empty 
promises.

Leading by example, UN Women Australia ensured 
there was much action taken on IWD this year. Across 
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, and Perth, a formal IWD 
event was held on 4 March. Adelaide also held an IWD 
Breakfast, hosted by Senator Penny Wong. These events 
included panel discussions, presentations and keynote 
speakers, and, critically, fundraising. The proceeds help 
UN Women Australia to fund programs for women, 
shelters in conflict zones, emergency aid and supplies, 
and counselling, justice, and safe accommodation for 
survivors of violence. The success of these Australian 
IWD events showed the world how many people not 
only still believe in women’s rights, but will also act for 
them.

Ness Bryan

Social Media  

The Library is entering an exciting chapter as we 
reinvigorate our social media presence – you may have seen 
some of our recent posts already!

We are now sharing stories and updates across Facebook, 
Instagram and LinkedIn, creating more ways to connect 
with our community and beyond. Behind this refreshed 
approach are our new communications volunteers Gabby 
and Ruby, who are excited to help bring the Library’s 
stories, collections and voices to life online.

 Our aim is simple: to share the stories, voices, and 
collections that make this Library such a unique and 
powerful space. We will be highlighting the remarkable 
legacy of Jessie Street while shining a light on the diverse 
experiences of women across Australia. From well-known 
figures to hidden histories, our platforms will become a 
place where untold stories are uncovered and celebrated. 

There will be more from the heart of the Library too, 
our volunteers, members and community, whose voices 
shape and sustain everything we do. We will also be sharing 
glimpses into our rich collection, from books and posters to 
personal archives that preserve the lives and contributions 
of women from all backgrounds. 

We would love your support as we grow in this space. 
Follow along, like, share and connect with us across our 
platforms. This is just the beginning!

Gabby Hyde-Smith



Lunch Hour Talk: Dr Kate Laing – 18 June 2026

Sisters in Peace: Women and Pacifism in Australia 1915-2015 

Acquisition of Anne Summers books

 During World War I, on 28 April 1915 over one thousand 
women from warring and neutral nations came together in 
the Netherlands to discuss how to bring about peace. This 
first Congress has become emblematic of the internationalism 
that the Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom (WILPF) aspired to,  both then and now. Women 
crossed borders, defied nationalistic chauvinism and greeted 
each other as sisters with common interests. Although no 
Australians were able to attend that first conference because 
of distance and geography, the Australian women’s peace 
movement evolved independently and later merged with the 
international assembly.

In her talk, Dr Laing explained how the WILPF archives 
have been preserved and digitised for their historical 
significance.  A copy purchased by the National Library of 
Australia, as well as an entire archive of women’s history held 
at the University of Melbourne, formed the basis of her recent 
PhD thesis research and subsequent book - Sisters in Peace: 
Women and Pacifism in Australia 1915-2015. She records how 
generations of twenthieth century women have engaged in 
political debate about preserving peace, despite legislative and 
cultural barriers which worked to exclude their voices as well 
as explaining how the Australian women’s peace movement 
evolved. 

In the Parliament in 1947 one of the first women to speak 
out was Doris Blackburn, the second woman to be elected to 
the House of Representatives.  She had long been associated with 
the peace movement and was skilled in the art of challenging the 
‘prevailing orthodoxies of war and militarism’ especially nuclear 
weapons. In parliament, Doris posed the question ‘Is preparation 
for war the best means of preserving peace?’  This question was 
triggered by the Long Range Weapons Project, an agreement with 
the British Government that set the stage for the testing of rockets 
and atomic bombs throughout the 50s and 60s in remote areas of 
South Australia, thereby damaging the environment and displacing 
the Aboriginal owners of the land.  There was so much outrage 
amongst women that the Chifley Labor Government signed that 
agreement without debate.  

From that time on the women of WILPF have continued to 
challenge politicians to consider a different path on issues of 
arms production, violence and war, as well as providing support 
for women political leaders. Other issues also addressed by the 
Australian WILPF who adopted international techniques, included 
the White Australia Policy, Fascism and Aboriginal Rights.  A lively 
discussion and question time followed the conclusion of Laing’s 
talk.  

Dr Kate Laing’s book Sisters in Peace: Women and Pacifism in Australia 
1915-2015 is now freely available on the ANU Press website. 

Received by the Library were three significant reports on the 
subject of domestic violence written by Dr Anne Summers with 
Thomas Shortridge and Kristen Sobeck. 

The titles are:
The Choice: violence or poverty (2022) 
The Cost of Domestic Violence to Women’s Employment and Education 		

      (2025) 
Intimate Relationships in Australia: a proposed new annual 
longitudinal study of the Australian population (2026)

Dr Summers prepared these reports while in residence as 
Professor at UTS Transdisciplinary School during a Paul Ramsay 
Foundation Fellowship in 2021-22.  The aim of the fellowship is to 
break cycles of disadvantage in Australia.

In the Executive Summary, Summers notes that the data 
published for the first time in The Choice reveals both the shocking 
extent of domestic violence suffered by women who are now 
single mothers, and outlines in grim detail the economic, health 
and other consequences of the choice these women made to leave 
the violence. 

Despite growing awareness of the consequences of this 
violence, Summers concludes it remains hidden and that as a result 

most dialogue about the subject is ‘shutting the door 
after the horse has bolted’ that is – how to deal with 
victim survivors NOT how to stop the violence from 
happening! This applies also to prevention policy devised 
by governments of both major parties, which she says 
is long-term and based on the assumption we need full 
gender equality. This report challenges this assumption 
by providing surprising evidence that some countries 
with greater gender equality than Australia have higher 
rates of domestic violence. The major focus of another 
long-term goal – teaching respectful relationships in 
schools will not have much impact on violence being 
perpetrated today. Her conclusion is that a policy reset is 
required and for that to happen, the conversation needs 
to change and that new information is needed to bring 
that about.  

Much of the data in The Choice emphasised two 
startling points. ‘Single mothers appeared to experience 
DV at a much greater rate than women in any other 
household group’ and ‘These now single mothers were 
not single at the time of the violence’. Summers found 
that there was very little formal data about single 
mothers and violence, so she organised a customised set 
of data from the ABS Personal Safety Survey in 2016.  
This revealed that 60% of the estimated 311,000 single 



Membership/donation form
I wish to  join the Library  renew my membership	             

 make a donation  become a Library volunteer.

Date: ____/____/____

Title: Ms/Mrs/Miss/Mr/Dr/Other________________

Name: _________________________________

Address: : _________________________________

___________________________________________

Preferred tel: __________________________________

Alternative tel: __________________________________

Email: __________________________________

 Please send Newsletters by email instead of hardcopy.

Membership category
 Full member $70  Life member $1,000
 Organisation $140  Student (conditions apply) $25
 Concession (Pensioner/Centrelink cardholders) $35

A membership year runs from 1 January to 31 December. 
Members joining after 1 October are financial until the follow-
ing year.

Donations (donations over $2 are tax deductible)
 I wish to make a donation of $

	  to the Library for general purposes
	  to the Library’s Capital Investment Fund

 I am happy to have my name published in the Newsletter.
 I wish to remain anonymous.

Payment details
 Enclosed is my cheque/money order for $__________

(payable to Jessie Street National Women’s Library)
 Please charge my Mastercard/Visa $__________

Name of cardholder________________________
Card no. ________ ________ ________ ________
Expiry ____ /____ CCV __ __ __

Signature 

Auto debit authorisation
I authorise JSNWL:

  to charge this, and all future membership renewals as they 
fall due to this credit card number.

 to charge $___________ annually to this credit card as a 
donation to:
	  the Library for general purposes
	  the Library’s Capital Investment Fund
 
Signature _______________________________

Become a volunteer
The Library runs on volunteer labour. Join us! We’d love to 
have you. Forward this form to:

Jessie Street National Women’s Library
GPO Box 2656 Sydney NSW 2001
and we will contact you.

Donations 
since February 2026

General donations
Joyce Allan		
Christine Burvill
Gail Davis
Elizabeth Fitzgerald
Jean Gledhill
Anne Marie Kestle
Rosa Needham
Penelope Nelson
Jan O’Reilly
Helen O’Sullivan
Susan Steggall
Susan Wishart 
 
Material donations
Jennifer Cameron 

Andrea Damic
Sherri Hilario
Anne McNab
Sarah Muller
Jill Scott
Elizabeth (Liz) Smith
Edith Speers
Susan Stegall
Bruce Scates and  
Raelene Frances

Sharron Sillett
Christine Smith
Sally Speed
Anne Summers
Dr Tricia Szirom
Currency Press
La Trobe University 
Press
RAHS
Society of Women 
Writers NSW
Spinifex Press

mothers living in Australia had experienced physical and/or 
sexual violence by a previous partner since the age of 15. This 
triggered a further obvious question ‘Was the violence the cause 
of them becoming single?’ 

Summers also points to the anomalous situation of gathering 
statistics of DV deaths but NOT other consequences of the 
violence. She points out that we do not count the physical or 
emotional injuries, hospitalisations, permanent disabilities and 
other lifelong injuries to mental health or psychological well-
being nor intergenerational perpetuation of this violence. 

Data drawn from these three reports has already influenced 
reforms in legislation pertaining to paid domestic violence leave 
policies and the multiple avenues of support needed by victim/
survivors in relation to education and employment.  

In The Choice Summers concludes ‘Wherever possible we 
should try to support a woman to retain her job and continue her 
education … This is no substitute for ending violence, of course, 
which is our primary aim … Losing your job or abandoning your 
degree should not be yet one more cost of suffering domestic 
violence.’   

These reports will be accessible for research – bookings  advised.  

Barbara Henery
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Visit us:
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Opening times:
The Library is open to the public Monday to Friday 10 am to 3 pm

Borrowing policy:
The public can access items using the inter-library loan system. The public cannot 
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How to reach the Library:
*	 The Library is a 20 minute walk from Town Hall Station through 
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or via Harris Street

*	 Bus 501 (Railway Square to Ryde/West Ryde) at Ian Thorpe 
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