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NEWSLETTER
To keep women’s words, women’s works, alive and powerful — Ursula LeGuin

SEPTEMBER HIGHLIGHTS

The Library’s Annual Luncheon at Parliament House, Sydney on Monday 15 September
Three days before on Friday 12 September a special forum – the Library’s contribution to NSW History Week

Annual Luncheon retrospective

Forum: Australian women’s peace activism

The Library has proudly presented noteworthy Annual
Luncheon speakers since April 1995 when Nancy Bird
Walton captivated 200 people at Parliament House NSW
with her aviation stories. The editors asked Lyn Eggins,
Annual Luncheon committee member, to share her
thoughts on this annual event.
Lyn, what drew you to the Library’s Annual Luncheon committee?
I began as a volunteer at JSNWL at the beginning of
2006, after a chance meeting with Christine Lees in far
north-western Queensland. Christine suggested I join the
committee for the Library’s major fundraising event.
Looking back, which Annual Luncheons were particularly
successful, in terms of both fundraising and guest feedback? Each
luncheon has had its own special ‘aura’. I was first involved
when Helen Reddy was guest speaker — very uplifting with
Helen’s hallmark song ‘I am Woman’ the overriding theme.
We have had outstanding speakers from many walks of life:
an intellectual and delicious feast. People remember the
occasion when Professor Marie Bashir AC, our last and very
popular Governor, was guest speaker. All luncheons have
been successful financially, but striking a balance between
optimum attendance, rising catering costs and an affordable
booking price is always a challenge. Recently our speakers
have been very topical in a difficult political climate. With
strong bookings, a waiting list was required for the 2013
Luncheon when Anne Summers AO was guest speaker.
What sort of feedback do you get? Rarely negative, if ever. It’s
always encouraging that the Annual Luncheon consistently
attracts many women and men keen to support the Library
and hear outstanding speakers in a great atmosphere.
Any noteworthy incident that comes to mind? Despite the most
meticulous planning, surprisingly unexpected issues arise
at the eleventh hour. You need a strong sense of humour
and equanimity. Ex-convenor Marie Muir was an expert
at handling the most difficult challenges. We laugh about
them afterwards.
Given carte blanche, could we improve the event? We’d like
more places for more guests, but a suitable venue with the
convenience and comfort of Parliament House is hard to
find. We are always on the lookout for engaging and topical
speakers; possibly our greatest challenge. We are fortunate to
find wonderful women who so generously donate their time.

Beginning during the Boer War, gaining strength during
World War I, and continuing on through the twentieth
century, small numbers of Australian women became
involved in movements to resist war and work for peace.
Not least among them was Jessie Street.
In this World War I centenary year, the Library is
holding a forum during NSW History Week, facilitated by
Bev Kingston and Jill Roe. The forum will focus on some of
the organisations and individuals involved in anti-war and
peace movements — such as the Women’s Peace Army, the
anti-conscription movement, the World Peace Council and
the Women’s International Peace and Freedom League. A
new version of Dr Heather Radi’s pamphlet on Jessie Street
recently republished by the Library will provide a basis for a
discussion of Jessie’s activism.

As well, there will be some short papers — from Michelle
Cavanagh who has written a biography, Margaret Holmes;
the life and times of an Australian peace campaigner (2006),
and from Dr Sabine Erika on Margaret Watts and Isobel
Longworth, two Quaker peace activists. Sabine is currently
organising a Quaker Peace exhibition to counter the
emphasis this year on war. Other contributions from the
floor will be very welcome. Everyone will be encouraged
to take part by telling their own or family members’
stories. There will be opportunity to view material from
the Library’s archives and general collection. We hope to
raise interest in expanding these collections and extending
research on the history of women and peace in Australia.
Let’s make this occasion a success. Come along to listen!
Tell stories if you wish! Enquiries to bevkingston@optusnet.com.au

Annual Luncheon Monday 15 September. An invitation/booking form is enclosed. If you are unable to attend,
consider donating the cost of your ticket to the Library — it would be much appreciated.
Forum Friday 12 September 12.00 – 3.00pm. Venue: Language Room, Ultimo Community Centre, Sydney.
Cost, including light lunch is as for Lunch Hour Talks (see page 3). Bookings by Tuesday 9 September please.
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Jessie Street National Women’s Library

Australia’s National Women’s Library is a specialist library,
its focus being the collection and preservation of the literary
and cultural heritage of women from all ethnic, religious and
socio-economic backgrounds.

Aims
• To heighten awareness of women’s issues
• To preserve records of women’s lives and activities
• To support the field of women’s history
• To highlight women’s contribution to this country’s
development
Patrons
Elizabeth Evatt AC; Sir Laurence Street AC KCMG;
Professor Emerita Jill Roe AO; Clover Moore Lord Mayor of Sydney
Board of Management
Jozefa Sobski, Chair; Michele Ginswick, Vice Chair;
Jan Burnswoods, Secretary/Public Officer;
Jean Burns, Treasurer
Board Members
Diane Hague; Robyn Harriott; Barbara Henery;
Beverley Kingston; Suzanne Marks; Beverley Sodbinow
Editorial Team
Kris Clarke and Margot Simington, Co-editors
Katharine Stevenson, Graphic Designer

A warm welcome to our new members
Judy Cribb		
Jillian Dardick		
Lindsay Donnan
Anna Logan		
Catherine Sanderson
Lynece Smith		

Barbara Dutton
Carmel Denner
Rev’d Dr Susan Emeleus
Elizabeth Rothwell
Leeandra Smith
Zonta Club of Sydney Inc

General donations since May 2014
Donations of money help meet day-to-day running costs:
Barbara Dutton
Pippa Preston
Susan Stegall
Aleit Woodward
Maria Zarro
Donations of material expand our collection:
Margaret Bettison
Liz Fitzgerald
Pat Richardson
Older Women’s Network
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Suzanne Marks

Raised
in
Sydney,
Suzanne like many
women
in
her
generation left school at
the end of junior high.
The expectations she
imbibed in her formative
years included: a year at
business college, a few
years in the workforce,
marriage to a ‘trainee
exec’
(her
father’s
vision), a house, children and homemaking.
But she yearned for something more. With the help of
two wonderful mentors who advised and encouraged her
into higher education and, later, feminism — she found it.
Four years after leaving school and a year combining
full time work and night school she matriculated and
enrolled in Sydney University’s Bachelor of Arts degree.
Thus began the first of her lifelong passions — education.
The second came three years later when second wave
feminism swept in with its exciting vision for women of
what was possible and attainable and which continues to
influence her life decisions. Suzanne found her highest
professional gratification in high school and University
teaching and in implementing equality of opportunity
legislation and policies as a member of the NSW Anti
-Discrimination Board and Assistant Registrar for
Equity at both Sydney University and UTS. She was also
an industrial mediator and member of various tribunals,
boards and industrial appeals committees.
These roles together with her passion for social
fairness and equity have led her to her current role
with the Sydney University Chancellor’s Committee
raising money to assist disadvantaged students and now
as a member of the Board of this unique and valuable
Library. Her contribution here is driven by her passion
for ensuring that the value of women will never again
disappear from its deserved place in society. Personally,
her life has been enriched by the roles of proud mother
of Emma and Harriet, and loving grandmother of Arie
and Olivia.
Capital Investment Fund
Since it was launched in September 2009, the Capital
Investment Fund has reached $191,860. Our target is
$500,000, the interest from which will provide essential
support for Library operations. If you would like to
contribute, please indicate on the membership/donation
form on page 7.
CIF donations since May 2014:

Julie James Bailey		
Lindsay Donan		
Jill Roe

Raoul de Ferranti
Beverley Kingston

Easier access to Library holdings

At the June Board meeting the Board reaffirmed its
commitment to Libraries Australia and the Australian
National Bibliographic Database (ANBD), which records the
location details of over 50 million items held in most Australian
academic, research,
national, state, public
and special libraries.
The Library is proud
that its holdings are
available on the Trove
search engine, which
links to content from
libraries, museums,
archives and other
research organisations.
With more than
11,000 items in the
Library’s
KOHA
catalogue,
posters,
audio-visual
and
archival
material
now comprise a
Poster from the JSNWL collection
significant part of the
1995 Beijing Women’s Conference
cataloguers’ work.
Libraries Australia has adopted a new preferred
cataloguing standard, Resource Description and Access
(RDA). This caters for digital resources and for resources
with multiple characteristics more effectively and provides
more guidance on the creation of authority headings.
Importantly, RDA allows for the clustering of bibliographic
records for different editions, translations or formats
of a work and supports a more meaningful presentation
of data to users. The Library has decided that as part of
the implementation of RDA, it will proceed to purchase
new authority file software ensuring consistency in the
cataloguing of subject and author headings.
The Board has also endorsed the incorporation of
poster images on the Library’s catalogue with appropriate
copyright protection. To date, approximately 250 of
the library’s 1500 posters have been catalogued. The
digitisation of all posters has now been identified as a high
priority for the librarians as they work towards storing the
library’s digital collection in a repository. This will ensure
its preservation and enable easy access from the KOHA
catalogue to all types of digital content including text,
images and audio-visual material.
Lynne Morton

Joyce Stevens

Joyce Stevens (1928-2014), feminist and activist, writer
and historian, has passed away aged 86. Her pioneering
activism led to many improvements in women’s lives. Joyce
was involved in many projects – the 1971 free publication,
What every woman should know, ínforming women about
fertility control, which caused a stir among high school
girls; in 1973 the setting up of Control, a contraception and
abortion referral service; in 1974 establishing Australia’s first
women’s refuge, Elsie, and the first women’s health centre.

An item posted on our Facebook page about
Joyce Stevens has resulted in 170 hits. The
Library is fortunate to have copies of all Joyce’s
books. There will be more about Joyce and her
achievements in the November issue of the
Newsletter and the memorial service commemorating her
life. See www.facebook.com/nationalwomenslibrary for details.

Promoting the gems in our collection

The Library’s collection is full of gems waiting to be
discovered. Librarian Barbara Henery proposes to compile
reading lists of our holdings on various topics — such
as Australasian women artists, Women in politics, and
Feminism in the 21st century. Readers are invited to
contribute suggestions of suitable topics for lists of relevant
holdings. These lists can then be made available online or
in hard copy.

LUNCH HOUR TALKS — third Thursday of the month
16 August: Dianne Ottley
Grace Crowley: discovering an overlooked
Australian artist
Dianne, volunteer guide at the Art Gallery
of NSW, used Crowley’s papers to research
her Master of Philosophy thesis on this littleknown artist. This led to her book, Grace
Crowley’s Contribution to Australian Modernism
and Geometric Abstraction published in 2010.

16 October: Catherine Bishop
Colonial Sydney women in business
Catherine Bishop explodes the myth of
female domesticity, revealing the women
who were the economic face of Sydney in
the mid 19th century, both the respectable
and the somewhat disreputable, plying
their trade in Sydney. Catherine’s PhD
won the ANU Gender Institute’s prize.

20 November: Dr Kate Gleeson
Tony Abbott and abortion views of the
Christian Right
Dr Kate Gleeson responds to popular
analyses of abortion, using Prime Minister
Tony Abbott to illustrate the political
significance of abortion in Australia from
the 1970s until the present, providing insight
into its cultural and political significance.

Venue/Time: 12.00-1.30pm. Southern Function Room, 4th Floor, Town Hall House, 456 Kent St Sydney. Ph (02) 9571 5359
Cost: $16 (members) $22 (non-members) including light lunch. Pay at the door (small change preferred). Book by noon Monday before the talk.
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LUNCH HOUR TALK 17 APRIL 2014

Speaker: Pat Richardson

QUEENIE: LETTERS FROM AN ARMY NURSE
Pat Richardson AO, long time supporter of the Library,
co-wrote Queenie: letters from an Australian Army Nurse
1915-17, about her aunt, Sister Edith Avenell (Queenie).
Pat’s book, published and launched in Brisbane in 2012,
shows the experience of serving Australians during the
Great War from a nurse’s viewpoint — over 2000 nurses
served abroad and 29 lost their lives — with stories of
courage and companionship from women’s letters and
photographs. At her Lunch Hour Talk and Sydney launch,
Pat was introduced by Head of Meriden girls’ school Denise
Thomas AM who described Queenie’s letters as ‘sometimes
naïve, poignant, sensible and matter-of-fact, bring[ing] the
war visibly to life from the perspective of ordinary people
confronted by extraordinary situations’.
Pat found the letters in her mother’s glory box in 1982.
They had been saved at a time when women’s memorabilia
usually ended up at the tip. Typing the letters, she became
entranced with Queenie’s story. Finding information was
difficult, as Queenie had died in 1936 when Pat was three
– all she knew was that the family held her in high esteem.
Pat obtained a photograph album from Queenie’s daughter,
one of Queenie’s few personal possessions. Pat approached
the local printery to typeset her rough manuscript. Always
conscious that things can so easily be lost, Pat gave the
manuscript and the original 109 letters to the Australian
War Memorial for safe-keeping. While there were quite a
few letters from Egypt and from England, unfortunately
only one letter from France was found.
Pat wrote the book with Anne Skinner who, as a
journalist writing an article on Queensland’s Gympie
Anzacs, was so taken by Queenie’s letters she began
her own independent research. Pat contacted Anne in
2008 suggesting they join forces, which resulted in the
publication of Queenie’s story.
Coming from a family of schoolteachers, Queenie was
born in the school house at Two Mile, a town near Gympie
in 1890; there the people of Gympie have displayed her
war memorabilia. Queenie attended school in Brisbane,
then trained at Mackay Hospital. By 1914 the family
had moved to Bowen, but her father’s drowning left
them almost destitute. Aged 25, Queenie was Matron of
Innisfail Hospital in North Queensland when she enlisted
in the Australian Army Nursing Service just after the
Gallipoli landing. Writing a letter while in Brisbane for
her enlistment medical, she deplored the pay for women,
having taken a significant drop to enlist.
Queenie’s first letter covered her preparations to travel
to Egypt. She wrote that the Digger Sisters were treated like
the officers but paid the same as other ranks. She arrived at
the No 1 Australian General Hospital in Heliopolis, Cairo,
which had been the Sultan Ibraham Palace, not geared
for a nursing hospital. Standing on marble floors nursing
wounded troops was very hard on the feet. In July 1915 she
wrote to her mother of the ‘soldiers with dysentery, typhoid,
rheumatism and pneumonia. They come from the trenches
mainly but some only from the camp nearby … the place is
beautiful, but we haven’t time to admire the rooms’. She
noted ‘Some of the nurses who came over here in January
are looking very run down. We’re all going on transport
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duty to the
D a rd a n e l l e s ’ .
She wrote of
her distress at
‘seeing all the
boys
around
me and this
beautiful music.
Some of the
patients
get
terribly affected
by it and think
they’re fighting
again. They’re
all more or less
suffering from severe strain and shock ... the blind young
men, aged about twenty, their hair almost white. The heat
is awful, the work fearfully strenuous and the damn flies
...’. While off duty the nurses would motor along the Nile,
going out with ‘heaps of gentlemen’ to the Pyramids.
Queenie wrote of people she knew, particularly
the Queenslanders. When she became engaged to a
New Zealander, Roland (Rollie), she wrote about him
enthusiastically but with no mention of his surname.
While researching at the Australian War Memorial, Anne
confirmed Roland Reid was the same man that she found
mentioned in Olive Hogue’s platoon diaries. The letters
show they did not marry; Pat presumes he had been killed.
In November 1915 Queenie wrote about an accident
befalling the New Zealand nurses. A hospital ship, the
Marquette, was departing for Salonika from Alexandria
when a boat was lowered onto the nurses. Their limbs
were smashed; some died instantly. They were travelling
on a ship carrying munitions: the hospital equipment
and personnel should never have been put on such a ship.
There was a great deal of anger in New Zealand at the loss
of the orderlies, doctors and nurses.
Queenie returned briefly to Australia at the end
of 1915, then was posted to France where she spent six
months. One letter concerned nurses sent back for bad
behaviour. Queenie said only one nurse had been sent
back, as permission to marry had not been received from
the appropriate authority — a terrible disgrace. Nursing in
France was hard work: so close to the front lines there were
as many as 10,000 casualties in one of the hospitals.
After six months at the front, exhausted, Queenie was
sent back to London in 1916 to ‘lighter’ duties, nursing
at the Australian Amputee Hospital in Southall, London.
That small hospital cared for 3,000 Australian amputees
in three years. Pat’s photographs show Queenie sitting
amongst the Australian boys, nearly all missing limbs, just
after a snow fight. The last letter Pat found in the glory box
was when Queenie was waiting to go back to the front as
head sister on a hospital ship in 1917.
Queenie nearly died of ptomaine poisoning in late 1918
but was saved by an army doctor. Discharged in January
1919, she was still very weak and barely able to stand.

Continued on page 7

LUNCH HOUR TALK 15 MAY 2014

Speaker: Pamela Burton

FROM MOREE TO MABO: THE MARY GAUDRON STORY
Her name, Mary Gaudron, is well-known. But how many
people realise the unique role played by this first female
judge of Australia’s High Court? ACT barrister Pamela
Burton’s compelling biography, From Moree to Mabo – the
Mary Gaudron story (2010), examines Mary’s record.
Life experience shaped the values driving Mary’s
passion for justice as lawyer and judge. Born in Moree,
western NSW, into a ‘battler’ working class railway
community, she felt a degree of alienation from rich whites
in the town, giving her some empathy with Aboriginals in
a camp nearby. At the same time she became conscious of
white privilege: she could use the local baths and Railway
Institute library, and enjoy railway station community
centre social gatherings (including union meetings). Mary’s
parents encouraged her to question. She became aware that
union solidarity could help assuage racial prejudice. Her
alcoholic (sometimes violent) father preached a better deal
for workers and Aboriginals, so home life both confused
and toughened her.
St Ursula’s College in Armidale NSW encouraged
query of dogma; she accepted some Catholic social values,
rejected others. At Sydney University Law School, she took
up ideas selectively — Julius Stone’s progressive social values,
Frank Hutley’s regard for existing law. Her faith in the law
probably began at that time, although it was at university
that she first encountered anti-female discrimination — law
lectures opened with ‘Gentlemen’. The Vice Chancellor
suggested she forego her Sydney University Law Medal —
the male runner up was ‘more likely to obtain benefits’.
Gaudron, recently married with baby in tow, quipped, ‘The
only difference between us is that I sit to pee’!
It was tough for women in the law. Her wit and
sharp retort to bullying earned the soubriquet, ‘Mary
the Merciless’. But she also had some luck. Barrister Jim
Staples chose her as junior in the Mount Isa mine workers
Mackie defamation case (1974) against Frank Packer’s
Australia Consolidated Press. Labor MP Clyde Cameron’s
deep interest in the case proved very important to her
career, as did her gender, working class upbringing and
left wing views which, though sometimes thwarting her, at
other times assisted. In 1972 Cameron arranged she get
the Equal Pay case brief before the federal Conciliation
and Arbitration Commission. This put her on the legal
map. In 1974 aged 31 she became Deputy President of the
Commission — the youngest ever federal judge and second
woman. She resigned the judgeship in 1980 over a matter
of principle: treatment of Staples, who embarrassed the
government on wage indexation guidelines.
Before she resigned, she had played a significant role,
particularly in two judgments important for working
women: one preventing termination of employment of
women after marriage, the other the national Maternity
Leave case (1979). In the event, resignation was a good
career move. With Labor in power in NSW, she became
the first female state Solicitor General six months later.
She enjoyed Premier Neville Wran’s social reform agenda.
She became controversial, especially after the Age tapes
revealed dodgy dealings between magistrates, police,
politicians, crime bosses, gamblers and drug dealers. Wran

always followed her frank and fearless advice. She appeared
before the High Court on several important constitutional
law cases. When her good friend, Lionel Murphy, also
controversial, became the first High Court judge tried for
criminal offences, she was criticised for openly supporting
him. Acquitted, Murphy died and in his place Prime
Minister Hawke appointed Gaudron in 1987.
Gaudron’s intellect, clear thinking, logical reasoning
and ability to see issues from different angles were much
admired by her judicial colleagues. The High Court, led by
Chief Justice Anthony Mason, is reputed to have changed
the approach to interpreting and applying law and the
Constitution. Gaudron applied basic principles reflecting
her own values to decisions. She held that, ‘Equal justice
is blind to differences that don’t matter, but appropriately
adapted to those which do.’
In the Banovic case (1989) concerning ‘last on, first off’
retrenchment practice, eight retrenched female workers
claimed discrimination: the employer preferred recruiting
men, so women waited longer to be employed, lacked
seniority and were more vulnerable to retrenchment. The
Court agreed the ‘last on, first off’ formula was flawed
in a workforce predominantly male. Justices Deane and
Gaudron’s joint judgment demonstrated that equal
treatment did not equate with non-discrimination. She was
also one who decided in favour of waterside workers in the
controversial Patrick Stevedores case (1998).
In the Van Gervan v Fenton case (1992) the Court judged
that compensation should reflect a wife’s time caring for
her injured husband at market value of the time, not
foregone earnings (if any). Gaudron specifically demolished
argument to reduce damages because of previously provided
domestic services, saying ‘At best, that equates a wife to an
indentured domestic servant — which she is certainly not’.
Gaudron joined the Court majority in the cases of
Mabo No. 2 (1992) recognising native title/land rights and
then in Wik (1996)
extending the land
rights concept. Her
joint Mabo judgment
with Deane attracted
particular criticism for
describing Aboriginal
dispossession
of
traditional land as ‘an
unutterable
shame’.
‘Too emotional’, critics
said. By contrast,
philosopher Raimond
Gaita held it did not
‘detract’ from, but
made ‘more powerful’, the logic that justice demands more
than equal treatment. Gaita said justice required more than
a declaration of Indigenous land rights which ‘alone could
not return the original occupiers of the land to their land’.
Gaudron retired at 60 in 2003. She would later speak
more widely about human rights, discrimination and

Continued on page 7
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BOOK REVIEW
Clare Wright The forgotten rebels of Eureka
Text Publishing, 2013
ISBN: 9781922147370
This is a very important book in the history of women
in Australia. The Eureka Stockade tragedy of 1854 in
Victoria has a certain resonance in Australian history
but, until I read this book, I had no idea that women
played such a pivotal role in events leading up to and
during the massacre. However, when you think about it,
why wouldn’t women have been at Ballarat or any of the
other goldfields?
If women don’t write about women’s history then
that history may well not be written at all. And that is
what Clare Wright has done — gone back to primary
sources, talked to descendants of people who were at
Eureka and found some extraordinary women amongst
the ordinary families who were on the goldfields. She
has also researched the Wauthaurang people who lived
in this area until their lands were dispossessed and their
lives completely uprooted by pastoral expansion and
then the gold rush. That is another aspect of the gold
rush that has not been talked about.
Clare has created a sweeping social history in this
book. She has set the Victorian gold rush against the
backdrop of what was happening in the UK and Europe
and the aspirations of those who chose to migrate to
Australia. Her description of the ship journeys and how
those experiences could well have broken down a lot of
attitudes and prejudices is gripping. We would not think
about that now as it takes us about a day to get to the
other end of the world but those journeys took months
and people from all different walks of life would have
been on the ships having to deal with one another —
from sea sickness to poor rations to severe illness and
death. Clare says,
the ideas, aspirations and language of the old world
seeped into the porous new cultural and political
landscape. The Victorian gold rush doesn’t represent
a new dawn in Australia’s young history so much as
the long dusk of Europe’s age of revolutions.
Clare paints a vivid picture of what the Ballarat
goldfields looked like — tent cities certainly, but with
shops, churches, pubs, sly grog shops and a theatre.
This was a community of women, men and children,
mostly young, with lots of babies being born. Women
made up a quarter of the population. Baby clothes
were sold in the shops and childcare was provided
at dances and balls. However, it also provided new
opportunities for women. Women could be diggers
but they could also run businesses. They had choices
about marriage and they were in demand in a way they
would not have been back home in the old country.
They could reinvent themselves when they arrived and
leave dubious pasts behind.
There were some extraordinary women who were
pivotal leading up to the Stockade. Ellen Young was a
commentator, agitator and poet; Clara Du Val Seekamp
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with her common law husband ran The Ballarat Times,
a newspaper which espoused the diggers’ cause and
published Ellen’s poems; Sarah Hanmer was an actress
and entrepreneur who ran the Apollo Theatre at Ballarat
and donated money to the Diggers Fund; Jane Cuming
later became a prominent socialist.
Ellen wrote a poem called ‘A Digger’s Lament’ about
the appalling conditions at Ballarat and it begins with:
If you’ve not been to Ballarat then stay away from there
I would not have my worst foe’s cat to have such sorry fare.
Clare has caused a little controversy with her
proposition that on the night of the massacre there was a
full moon and most of the men at the Stockade may well
have gone home as, before electricity, women tended to
ovulate on the full moon and there might have been ‘the
hormonal magnetism of the goldfield’s five thousand
women, a community in heat’.
The description of the massacre is vivid and horrible.
Women did die that night and others probably died days
or weeks later from injuries, like Catherine Smith who
was shot in the side at Eureka and died three weeks later.
There is an eyewitness account in Charles Evans’ diary
of the murder of a woman by a mounted trooper as she
was pleading for the life of her husband. And I agree
with Clare that other atrocities probably happened —
like women being raped.
We know that the aftermath did bring in reforms
that the community had agitated for and this is well
summarised by Clare. But the women then disappeared
from the Eureka Stockade story. There needs to be
a complete rethink of how the gold rush is taught in
schools and this book should be informing that rethink.
The Forgotten Rebels Of Eureka is a deserving recipient
of the Stella Prize 2014.
Diane Hague

Pat Richardson continued from page 4
Queenie and the doctor subsequently married and had
two children. Queenie died aged 46, quite suddenly after
winning at golf.
Jan Bassett in her book, Guns and Brooches (1992), wrote
that most of the nurses never married, and were unable to
work full time due to continuing illness. Wartime health
records were destroyed, making disability pensions difficult
to obtain. It was not until 1973 that adequate, lasting care
was finally extended to those suffering chronic illness;
by then many had died. Pat quoted Jan in concluding,
‘Governments had paid lightly for the First World War
nurses’ service and most of the nurses, on the other hand,
had paid a heavy price for their wartime experiences’.
Transcription by Helen Ruby
Report by Kris Clarke

Pamela Burton continued from page 5
injustice in treatment of asylum seekers, and other issues.
But already she had made her mark. Her barbed wit and a
penchant for swearing had just the right mix of conformity
and rebellion. She highlighted the illogicality of unfair and
unjust social attitudes. Though not conventionally judgelike, Mary won the respect of her High Court colleagues,
who though liberal-minded tended towards social
conservatism. She made them think.
Her legacy to Australia’s jurisprudence embraces:
analysis of equal justice and discrimination; analysis of
implied rights in the Constitution; and concern for a fair
trial and procedural fairness, particularly in immigration,
citizenship and refugees. Furthermore, in a legal system
she sees as among the world’s best, her record is a beacon
for greater freedom to reflect contemporary values rather
than depend on the English doctrine of precedent. In
the words of her biographer, Gaudron, ‘bold as well as
brilliant’, takes ‘an important place in Australia’s legal and
constitutional history’.
Transcription by Helen Ruby
Report by Margot Simington
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credit card as a donation to

Rose Scott Women Writers’ Festival

This Festival, a celebration of women’s writing, will be
held on Saturday 16 August 2014 at The Women’s Club,
Sydney. The Festival is named for Rose Scott, prominent
suffragist and champion of women’s and children’s rights.
In 1889 Rose was a founding member of the Women’s
Literary Society, whose members formed the Womanhood
Suffrage League of New South Wales in 1891. Rose cofounded The Women’s Club in 1901. This provided a
training ground for women wishing to enter the public
arena — to gain confidence addressing public meetings and
debating important issues of the day.
Featured authors at the 2014 Festival are Blanche
d’Alpuget, Annabel Morley, Judy Nunn, Deborah O’Brien
and Susan Steggall, with guest moderator Lisa Forrest. For
information and booking forms: www.rswwf.com.au




the Library for general purposes or to
the Library’s Capital Investment Fund.

Signature:................................................................................................................

Become a volunteer



I would like to help the Library by becoming a volunteer. (You will
be contacted for an interview.)

Please forward the completed form to:

Jessie Street National Women’s Library
GPO Box 2656, Sydney NSW 2001
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Note: Please advise the Library if your contact details have changed.
Visit us:

523–525 Harris Street (cnr William Henry Street), Ultimo
Please use the intercom for admittance
For level access, enter via the Ultimo Community Centre in Bulwara Rd

Opening times:

The Library is open to the public Monday to Friday 10 am to 3 pm

Postal Address
GPO Box 2656
Sydney, NSW 2001

Telephone
(02) 9571 5359

Borrowing policy:

The public can access items using the interlibrary loan system. The public cannot borrow items
but may use them in their library of choice. A loan collection is available to financial members

Email
info@nationalwomenslibrary.org.au

How to reach the Library:

There are several ways to travel to the Library:






The Library is a 20 minute walk from Town Hall Station (through Darling Harbour) or from
Central Station (via Harris Street)
Bus 501 (Ian Thorpe Aquatic Centre stop) from Sydney Town Hall or Railway Square
Bus 443 (Harris and Allan Streets stop) from Circular Quay or Wynyard Station
Light rail from Central Station to Exhibition stop
If you drive, there is limited two hour street metre parking available

Website
www.nationalwomenslibrary.org.au

Facebook
www.facebook.com/nationalwomenslibrary

2014 ANNUAL LUNCHEON WITH DOROTHY HODDINOTT ON
MONDAY 15 SEPTEMBER.

BOOK EARLY TO ENSURE YOU DON’T MISS OUT!
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