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NEWSLETTER
To keep women’s words, women’s works, alive and powerful — Ursula LeGuin

Our volunteers: sustaining the Library

Visitors to the Library are often astonished to learn we are a
volunteer organisation. It is the sheer scale and impressive
achievement that fills them with wonder.
A group of enthusiastic, committed and
caring women decided to establish the Library
in 1989. They were keen to honour Jessie Street
in the centenary of her birth. The steering
committee consisted of Shirley Jones, Lenore
Coltheart, Jenny Crew and Una Ellis. The
impetus came from a deep frustration with
the difficulties encountered by researchers and
writers in locating and accessing material on
women in Australia.
Everyone was a volunteer. The first Chair
was Virginia Blain, Shirley Jones was the second.
Supporters were prominent women who had
been activists and donors all their lives. Betty Bloch, Di
Grahame and Betty Searle were among them. The original
patrons were the Hon Elizabeth Evatt, Sir Laurence Street,
Judith Wright and Oodgeroo Noonuccal (Kath Walker) —
all enthusiastic about the concept of a library and creating
a unique collection accessible to the wider community.
The core collection of books came from the estate of
feminist Eva Maria who had died and bequeathed her
books to Women’s Liberation House which donated it to
the Library. In 1995, WL House gave its entire collection to
the Library. There has never been an acquisitions budget.
The collection has been developed almost entirely from a
continuing stream of donations of books, posters, banners,
serials, film and ephemera.
Donations could not be processed or professionally
stored and catalogued without the commitment of a team
of volunteers: women dedicated to the cause, generous
with their time, and sharing their knowledge and networks.
The first cataloguer was Audrey Green and Myra Keay
joined in 1996 as the first Librarian. Bev Sodbinow was
the first Archivist, and remains at the Library today. Baiba
Berzins provided the first valuation of the collections and
still does them. Jann Skinner has audited our accounts,
while a stream of women have been Treasurer. Robyn
Harriott was Treasurer for some years, as was Sybil Jack,
who wrote an early Library history.
Our team of volunteers is diverse and their skills,
knowledge and experience are drawn from many years of
paid and unpaid work. They have been teachers in schools
and TAFE, lecturers and lawyers, IT specialists and archivists,
librarians, office workers and scientists, events managers
and sales representatives, heritage consultants and union
organisers, jewellery designers and company secretaries.

Jan Burnswoods, former Board Secretary and archivist,
is a retired member of the Legislative Council and
Diane Hague, Board member and website and Facebook
manager, was for some years editor of the
NSW Teachers Federation journal. Jean
Burns, our current Treasurer, was a TAFE
Director. One of our most recent recruits,
Catherine Miller, plays the French horn.
Board member and generous benefactor,
Bev Kingston, is an eminent historian.
The dedication of many volunteers over
the years has advanced the Library’s policies,
processes and operations: Christine Lees, a
former Chair, has laboured on numerous
fronts, staunch in her quest for standards in
supporting volunteers. Lyn Eggins’ vivacity,
enthusiasm and boundless energy has been a tonic for many a
tedious committee meeting.
Lynne Morton and Sherri Hilario have formed a team
to future proof the Library and exploit the functions of
KOHA, our library information system introduced by Jane
Pollard, former Librarian. Our sole male volunteer, Howard
Houliston, who had a distinguished career with IBM,
applies his IT skills to make our network of computers fully
functional. Howard was preceded by Nick Trevallyn-Jones.
Many have worked to maintain our activities and
organise our events: Marie Muir chaired the Annual
Luncheon Committee over many years with distinguished
speakers. The monthly Lunch Hour Talks have reached
out to the wider community building support: Michele
Ginswick and the team are featured on page 3. The
Newsletter has informed our members and supporters
under the able guidance of Shirley Jones and Margot
Simington, and now Kris Clarke. Facebook and Instagram
have propelled us into the social media whirl.
There are no monetary rewards. Altruism, sometimes
punctuated with a little ego, underlines each individual’s
contribution. Personal satisfaction at progress is a boost to
effort. There is a great deal of community capacity building,
knowledge exchange and sharing skills. Social and feminist
capital is accumulated by many over the years. The public
good is enhanced; the information on and education about
women’s affairs is enriched.
There are challenges ahead, but all will be managed
with goodwill, collaboration, patience and a spirit of
compromise and mutual respect. Thank you to our
volunteers, all of them, over 28 years of them!
Jozefa Sobski

Membership Renewal
Membership is by calendar year — see page 7. Thank you to those who have already resubscribed for 2017.
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Jessie Street National Women’s Library

Australia’s National Women’s Library is a specialist library,
its focus being the collection and preservation of the literary
and cultural heritage of women from all ethnic, religious and
socio-economic backgrounds.

Aims
• To heighten awareness of women’s issues
• To preserve records of women’s lives and activities
• To support the field of women’s history
• To highlight women’s contribution to this country’s
development
Patrons
Quentin Bryce AD CVO, Elizabeth Evatt AC, Clover Moore
Lord Mayor of Sydney, Laurence Street AC KCMG
Board of Management
Jozefa Sobski, Chair; Suzanne Marks,Vice Chair;
Jean Burns, Treasurer;
Michele Ginswick, Diane Hague, Robyn Harriott,
Barbara Henery, Sherri Hilario, Beverley Kingston,
Beverley Sodbinow
Editorial Team
Kris Clarke, Editor; Katharine Stevenson, Graphic Designer;
Jessica Stewart

Annual General Meeting 2017

The Library’s Annual General Meeting will be held on
Thursday 20 April at 1pm, with lunch beforehand at 12
noon. The venue is the upstairs Seminar Room of the
Ultimo Community Centre, corner of Harris and William
Henry Streets, Ultimo, Sydney. All members are welcome to
the AGM. This is your opportunity to visit the Library, meet
members and join us for a light lunch.
Nominations are called for the following positions:
Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and no fewer than
five and no more than nine ordinary members. Nominations
close on Friday 24 March. Please consider nominating for
the Board yourself or suggesting it to a friend. Nomination
forms can be sent in an email attachment or are available
from the Library.
Board meetings are held on the second Tuesday of
each month (except January, April and September) at the
Ultimo Community Centre.
Notice is hereby given that at the AGM a motion will be
put forward to replace the whole of our old Constitution
with a new version in accordance with current NSW
legislation. See the article on this page. Copies of both the
old and new constitutions will be placed on the website
and available at the AGM.
Our recent
Facebook
post on the
death of Jill
Roe was most viewed
at 2884 hits.
See review of Jill
Roe’s last book on
page 6.
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Modernising our Constitution

The Library’s Constitution originates from 1989 and
developed under the provisions of the Associations
Incorporation Act of 1984. It has been amended from time to
time, but there has been no major revision as it has served
its purpose very well.
The Act of 1984 was replaced by new legislation in 2009.
We are obliged to amend our Constitution to conform to
the requirements of this Act and its Regulation if we wish
to change our Constitution in any way. There is a model
constitution provided and this has been the guide used for
the new Constitution which will be presented for ratification
at the Annual General Meeting on 20 April 2017.
Members of the Board considered the provisions in
the old Constitution relating to tenure of office to be
too restrictive. While a limit on tenure is desirable, it can
also be disruptive if appropriately qualified and willing
candidates cannot be attracted, but existing office holders
are willing and able to continue.
The old provisions require the Chair, Vice Chair,
Secretary and Treasurer to hold office for no more than five
years in succession. The new provisions allow a member
to hold office for longer, but stipulate that office bearers
should aim to be rotated or replaced. All office bearers and
Board members must re-nominate for Board positions each
year so no member can become entrenched.
There are many other changes in wording and the order
of sections, but none, we hope, which will be contentious.
There are new provisions for the use of email or electronic
means of communication. Provisions have been introduced
or amended for resolution of disputes, disciplining of
members and their rights of appeal. There is also a section
on the use of technology at Board meetings.
To ensure that the process for ratifying the new
Constitution is smooth, copies of the old and new
Constitution will be uploaded to the website and key
changes will be specified in explanatory notes for members
at the Annual General Meeting with a copy of the proposed
Constitution.
Jozefa Sobski

Capital Investment Fund
Since its launch in September 2009, the Capital Investment
Fund has reached $326,148. Our target is $500,000, the
interest from which will provide essential support for
Library operations. If you would like to contribute, please
indicate on the membership/donation form on page 7.
CIF donations since November 2016:
Julie James Bailey** Sue Comrie-Thomson
Deirdre Freyberg Anne Giles Barbara Guthrie
Mary Henderson Christine Jennett Maureen Kingshott
Alice Oppen
Caroline Ralston & Margaret Beattie* Daniela Torsh*
Estate of the late Margot Simington Rosalind Wallis
Cheltenham Girls High School
** Monthly or other regular donations are acknowledged
annually
* in memory of Jill Roe

Our volunteers — some of
the many women who keep
the Library going

Women’s voices, women’s words
continue at new venue

The Library’s monthly Lunch Hour Talks have been
an institution at the Town Hall for 20 years. Many
stimulating speakers have held the podium, specialists in
diverse disciplines representing a range of occupations in
which women contribute to society, among them writers
of fiction and non-fiction, academics and activists such
as Larissa Behrendt, artist Wendy Sharpe, aid worker
Catherine Hamlin, mountaineer Marie Byles, politicians
and business entrepreneurs — engaging speakers with
significant messages to communicate.
Shirley Jones, co-founder of the Library with Lenore
Coltheart, initiated the program in April 1996 and was
organiser and presenter of the talks until Michele Ginswick
took over in 2009. With a dedicated team of volunteers,
providing brochures and material, publicising talks, setting
up microphones and equipment, arranging sandwiches and
refreshments, they did their best to ensure that everything
ran like clockwork. On one occasion when the speaker did
not arrive, one of the volunteers, Elizabeth Mooney, kept
the audience entertained with her challenging life story of
managing a real estate agency in a man’s world.
The final talk in 2016 was presented by author Charlotte
Wood and very well attended. Winner of numerous awards
including the Premier’s Award and the Stella Prize, her
most recent work, The natural way of things is being released
in the US and UK and has captured the attention of
filmmakers. Discussion of the book centred on the topic,
Messages from another realm, where Charlotte spoke of what
influenced her to write the book. She was moved by the
plight of the girls imprisoned in the Hay Institution for
Girls in the 1960s and expressed her rage at the prevalence
of the same attitudes to victims of violence and abuse now.
She focused on the process of bringing the novel to light,
departing from the realistic approach to rely on symbols of
the subconscious to develop the theme.
Earlier talks were held at the Town Hall’s ornate Lady
Mayoress’ Rooms, the Marconi Room and more recently
at the Southern Function Room at Town Hall House. In
March there will be a new venue for the first talk of the

year — the Customs House Library at Circular Quay, easily
accessible by public transport. Four more talks are planned
for 2017, in June, August, October and November.
Kris Clarke

A volunteer’s story: Helen Ruby

In 2005 I met Shirley Jones in Brisbane. I mentioned that
I was an experienced transcriptionist and would be willing
to volunteer my skills for the Library. Since then I have
transcribed the Lunch Hour Talks.
The first transcription was in August of that year on
the Feminist Bookshop in Sydney. By August 2016 I had
completed 102 transcriptions. I did 28 one summer, as the
Library volunteers had chosen some important talks that
needed to be transcribed. Shirley received a little anecdote
to add to the transcriptions for years, as there were often
connections to my life in some way and that kept the
transcriptions personally interesting.
At first the talks were recorded on audiotape and I used
a transcription machine with multiple adjustments that
operated well, as it was possible to slow the voice down,
enabling me to keep up the typing and use the two pedals
that kept my hands free.
As time went by Margot Simington took over the
recordings and I received them on CD. This made it more
difficult, as I unable to slow the voice down. However, I
taught myself to manage the mouse in the Windows 10
program, which is what I now use. The talks are generally
easier to transcribe when the speaker has a set script and
does not improvise too much. At times I was able to obtain
the speaker’s script by email, making it much easier to pick
up unfamiliar names. It takes about ten hours to complete
an hour long voice recording.
In May 2016 my life changed in a big way, as I moved
to Melbourne after being ‘Grandma’ to my daughter’s
eight children. After 17 years they had grown up, and I
wanted another challenge. I now find it difficult to have
the transcriptions ready in time for the Newsletter.
If there is anyone who would like to take over this
valuable service please contact the Library. It is a wonderful
way to keep in touch with the Lunch Hour Talks and I will
miss it. I am happy to be mentor.
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About our volunteers

Although I had known of the Jessie Street National
Women’s Library for some time, I had never visited. When
my aunt, Barbara Henery, Librarian and Board Member,
said the Newsletter needed a second editor, I was delighted
to volunteer. Mid-way through
a career change, I welcomed the
experience of learning new skills.
A Sydneysider now for over 27
years, I came here after growing up
overseas. Having gained an Honours
degree in Government from Sydney
University, I started working with
the NSW Government in 1993,
advising the Premier and Cabinet
on a range of policy areas. I stayed in central government
agencies for a few years, culminating in a stint with the
Sydney Organising Committee for the Olympic Games: an
eye-opener to how the private sector operates. In 2001, I
joined Tanya Plibersek MP in her first-term team, working
in her Sydney electorate office. I was privileged to continue
working with her until 2006 when I went back to the
NSW government to work with Family and Community
Services and the NSW Land and Housing Corporation.
I am now changing course, taking up university
studies to obtain professional qualifications in editing
and publishing. My long experience tailoring messages
for government has transferred neatly to copywriting
and other technical writing projects but my real love
is fiction: to work with authors on creative long-form
pieces which tell stories about who we are, how we came
to be, and where we might be going. The relationship
between an author and an editor is of particular interest
to me and may become the topic of my Master’s thesis.
Working full time in my own business providing
services in writing, manuscript assessment, editing (copy
and structural) and proofreading keeps me busy, and the
flexibility and scope of freelance work, all done from
the comfort of my beautiful study at home, is a bonus.
You can find out more about me at my website, www.
yourseconddraft.com, where I blog about books and
grammar.
Jessica Stewart

The Library’s first books

Two recent visitors to the Library were Linda Mayer and her
daughter Dylan. They had been planning to visit for many
years because it was a bequest in 1988 from Linda’s sister,
feminist Eva Maria, which formed our core collection. Eva
Maria’s books went to Women’s Liberation House, and
then to the new Jessie Street National Women’s Library
after it opened in 1989.
Eva Maria was an activist who worked for the women’s
refuge, Louisa Lawson House at Arncliffe and who was also
responsible for founding a women’s refuge in Nicaragua
which is still operating.
Linda and Dylan were thrilled to see Eva Maria’s books
in our collection, and they joined the Library as new
members.
Since their visit volunteer Cathy Miller has spent
some time photographing the covers of the Eva Maria
books, which include some of the earliest examples of the
diverse feminist and gender studies titles in our collection.
Once the project is finished, the eye-catching titles and
beautiful illustrations will be available not only on the
online catalogue but also for future social media posts. The
items have been added to a list that can be easily accessed
publicly via the online catalogue — direct link http://bit.
ly/2jiM2Za

Linda Mayer and her daughter, Dylan

LUNCH HOUR TALKS — THURSDAY 16 MARCH AND 22 JUNE AT CUSTOMS HOUSE
16 March 2017 Lynette Riley
Aboriginal cloaks and totems: establishing
cultural and personal identity
Lynette Riley, University of Sydney lecturer,
is a Wiradjuri and Gamilaroi woman from
Dubbo and Moree. When Australia’s first
indigenous woman elected to the House of
Representatives, Linda Burney, was to make
her maiden speech she asked her Wiradjuri
sister, Lynette Riley to sing her into
Parliament. Both women wore traditional
cloaks detailing their personal stories and
totems. Lynette explains how these cloaks
re-establish cultural and personal identity.

22 June 2017 Alana Valentine
Dear Lindy: letters from the public to a grieving
mother
The public has written more than 20,000
letters to Lindy Chamberlain-Creighton
since 1980, when nine-week-old Azaria
Chamberlain was taken from the family
tent by a dingo. Since 1992 Lindy has been
depositing these letters in the National
Library of Australia. In this talk, playwright
Alana discusses accessing the letters and
interviewing Lindy to write both the stage
play Letters to Lindy and the book of published
letters, Dear Lindy.

Venue/Time: 12.00-1.30pm. Customs House Library, 31 Alfred St, Sydney — on Circular Quay, enter via front of Customs House
Cost: $16 (members) $22 (non-members) including light lunch. Pay at the door. Book by noon Monday before the talk. Ph (02) 9571 5359
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LUNCH HOUR TALK 20 October 2016

Speaker: Suzanne Leal

THE TEACHER’S SECRET
Suzanne Leal is a lawyer and author of two novels, Border
Street and the recently published The teacher’s secret. She is also
the daughter of a Library volunteer, Roslyn
Leal. She began her career as a criminal
lawyer with the Legal Aid Commission of
NSW and has held appointments to several
tribunals, including the Refugee Review
Tribunal and the Civil and Administrative
Tribunal. She has recently been appointed
as a NSW Premier’s Literary Award head
judge for 2017. She lives in Sydney, near
Long Bay jail.
Suzanne found that legal study and
practice forces an illogical person to
confront logical arguments and patterns
of thinking in order to persuade. She grew
up in Wollongong in a family of lawyers and, rather than
adopting its beach culture, she became an acute observer,
curious about other people’s stories. The world of law
provides access to otherwise hidden stories, a boon for a
writer.
As a young criminal lawyer, Suzanne visited a young
man convicted of the murder of three people, apparently
without motive. He was an attractive man but had a shortterm memory problem. Does society distance itself from the
problem of offenders by labelling such people ‘monsters’,
instead of trying to understand what may have led him to
offend? At the Refugee Review Tribunal, she was privileged
with rare access to people applying for refugee status and
hearing their stories. Now, at the Civil and Administrative
Tribunal she works in the area of child protection.
The teacher’s secret arose out of a desire to explore a
particular school community and how that can be a big part
of families’ lives. A school, especially a primary school, can
be a hub in these days where not many people have village
life or church to sustain their feeling of belonging. Books
about the details of school life and interactions between
students, parents and teachers are commonly written for
children but rarely for adults. One recent example that
springs to mind is Big little lies by Liane Moriarty. The
setting for Leal’s book is a small suburban enclave near a
jail (Leal writes about what she knows), cut off from the
city by its location on a peninsula. One of the themes of
the book is the workings of small communities and the
individuals within them.
Terry Pritchard, the local school’s Assistant Principal,
is a popular, straight talking teacher who is fond of his
students and interested in their welfare. He comes into
conflict with the new corporate style of school management
in the form of the new young female principal. The teacher’s
secret looks at what happens when a teacher is accused of
inappropriate behaviour with young students. This is a
timely theme considering the current close examination of
men’s roles regarding children. Suzanne draws on her work
with the Civil and Administrative Tribunal. One of its roles
is to arbitrate on challenges when Working With Children

applications have been rejected. It is an area where the
conflict in making decisions on issues of child protection
and concern for the rights of those who have
been accused is palpable.
Another character, Rebecca, references
Leal’s experience in interviewing former
Zimbabwean refugees. They were fleeing
political unrest and persecution in their
home country. The listener had to attend
carefully, sitting with eyes averted, off to
the side, and gently draw out their stories.
Leal also had dealt with refugees’ new
vulnerabilities. In one instance, a man who
had been a leader in his country charged
her to ‘do her duty’ in her Refugee Review
Tribunal decision. Rebecca’s experience is
one of waiting to hear a decision about her future from a
body of authority such as this where she had little control
over her situation — all she could do was wait.
Drawing on her own experiences, Suzanne tells of
a young mother facing the end of a marriage and the
problems of starting out in a new country. Her writing
explores how women fit all the facets of their lives together:
the creative, professional, and family, and how women
are more accommodating of other people into their lives:
themes of The teacher’s secret.
Report by Rowena Henery

Our new Instagram account

The Library has established an Instagram account with the
aim to widen our exposure.
Nowadays, new technologies and in particular social
media are being used more and more to promote ideas
and events and attract support. Social media offers free
marketing and the possibility to reach people who, without
Instagram or Facebook, would be difficult to reach and
inform about the content of our Library and its activities.
With unique hashtags and original posts, our
account will provide timely and informative updates,
from announcing coming activities to showcasing some
of the fascinating material in the Library. We will add
updates about the work our volunteers are doing as well
as including interactive information. Account followers
will be updated regularly, as will non-followers who search
our distinctive hashtags like #nationalwomenslibrary and
#jessiestreetlibrary.
Our Instagram account is backed by a working group
to manage and monitor posts and activities and has the
support of the volunteers giving feedback and uploading
content. The Instagram photographs are based on our
material with the purpose of expounding our content past
the walls of the Library.
We live in an interactive and connected, fast-moving
world. It is important for the Library to use the new tools
to share our knowledge, experience, ideas and activities.
Anna Bellafont
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BOOK REVIEW
Jill Roe Our Fathers Cleared the Bush, Remembering Eyre
Peninsula
Wakefield Press, Mile End, 2016
ISBN: 9781743054598

Jill Roe’s writing is friendly, scattered
with witty asides and refreshingly
vernacular in style. DR SyLvIA MARtIn

ISBN

Wakefield Press:
www.wakefieldpress.com.au
Cover design: Liz Nicholson, designBITE
Cover image: Need details please
Background image: shutterstock.com

Our Fathers Cleared the Bush
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Milking the cows, games in the oneteacher school yard, watching the weekly
ship appear on the horizon, church once
a month, and trips into town for the mail
in the buckboard: renowned historian
Jill Roe, whose grandparents were early
settlers of South Australia’s west coast,
revisits her mid-century childhood in
what was one of Australia’s most remote
regions.
Rhythms of work and play were
punctuated by moments – the annual
show, a visit from young Queen Elizabeth
– that connected farming lives, however
briefly, to a changing world.
With urbanisation come uncertainties.
As her story unfolds, Jill Roe contemplates
the future of Eyre Peninsula and the
role of regional Australia in this young
century. Our Fathers Cleared the Bush is
a charming, thoughtful blend of history,
memoir and ideas.

JILL ROE

When Jill Roe was a schoolgirl
in Adelaide she completed
a major project on the Eyre
Peninsula, South Australia
for her Leaving examination
in geography. At 130 pages,
handwritten in pen and ink
in an exercise book with handdrawn maps and diagrams,
drawings and pressings of
native flora, and illustrated
with photographs taken with a
Box Brownie camera, it was a
substantial piece of work. As she says in the introduction
to this book, it took her a long time to return to the study
of Eyre Peninsula; we are lucky that she did.
Born in Tumby Bay on the lower Eyre Peninsula in
1940, she described herself as ‘a farmer’s daughter’. Her
father had cleared a scrub farm at nearby Yallunda Flat
where she began at the one-teacher school, graduating
to the area school at Cummins. When the price of wool
reached ‘a pound a pound’ during the Korean War, the
Roes sold the farm and set off on an overseas trip leaving
Jill boarding in Adelaide, first attending Unley High and
then Adelaide Girls High. By the time she was a student at
Adelaide University, she had left Eyre Peninsula behind and
keenly embraced a more sophisticated and intellectually
satisfying life. After periods at the ANU in Canberra, and
then in London, she came to Sydney in 1967 to begin
teaching history as a founding member of staff at the new
Macquarie University.
Yet the farmer’s daughter was never quite left behind.
Drusilla Modjeska, seeing Jill’s unique affinity with Miles
Franklin, suggested that Jill write her biography, a project
which almost became her life work. It was not until the
biography was nearly finished in 2008 that Jill turned her
attention to the place where she had grown up and which
had, more than she realised, shaped the person she became.
Perhaps partly influenced by Miles’ own account of her
childhood at Brindabella, she returned to Eyre Peninsula.
This book, part history, part memoir, part reflection
on how history and memory work together, is deceptively
relaxed and easy to read. It tells a story of growing up
on a farm in one of the more remote parts of Australia
in the 1940s and 50s when life was simpler. The annual
agricultural show was the major event. Tennis on Saturday
in Tumby Bay and church on Sunday marked the end
and beginning of the week. A visit to Port Lincoln from
the young Queen or the cars participating in the roundAustralia Redex motor trials brought an exciting taste of
the wider world to the children of Yallunda Flat.
The history of Eyre Peninsula itself is laid down lightly
as a backdrop. She talks of the difficulties of access (mostly
by sea and using long jetties because the topography
provided few natural harbours) and her solitary childhood

games on Kooltatta Creek that flowed through the Roes’
farm. Miss Tidy Mind (as Jill called her younger self) had a
self-imposed task of keeping the channels clear and moving
debris that impeded the flow of the tiny waterfalls, leading
to her mature exploration of the Peninsula’s water supply.
Gentle reflections on the changing position of women in
rural life come through as she writes of her grandmother’s
diary and her mother’s sad
death from tuberculosis
JILL ROE
when Jill was just over a
year old.
Throughout, there are
comments on regionalism
and the changing idea of
Our
‘the country’ in modern
Fathers
Australia, and the way
Cleared
in which serious farming
and the production of
the Bush
food has been reduced
Remembering
to gourmet tourism. The
Eyre Peninsula
book concludes with
reflections on change,
even on Eyre Peninsula. When young Jill embarked on
her geography project in the 1950s, nothing was known of
Gondwana nor of the great geological age that made Eyre
Peninsula perhaps four billion years old. Nor was much
known of the history of the Aboriginal inhabitants, the
Nawu.
Finishing the manuscript became something of a
struggle and only a few hours after she sent it off to her
publisher in Adelaide, she had the first of a series of
seizures. When the book appeared in late September 2016,
she was in hospital but declared herself satisfied that she
had finished what she set out to do. She survived long
enough to enjoy the responses of keen readers who found
that it did indeed ‘ring true’ as she had hoped, ‘to both
people and place.’
Beverley Kingston
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General donations since November 2016
Donations of money help meet day-to-day running costs:
Joyce Allan Mary Allinson Marlene Arditto
Cathy Bloch Pam Carter Elaine Cohen Dale Dengate
Julia Gennison Jean Gledhill Nola Harris
Patti Kendall Anne-Marie Kestle Sue McGee
Sophie McGrath Bridget McKern Noel Mills
Rosa Needham Penelope Nelson Helen O’Sullivan
Caroline Phillips Valda Rigg Marian Sawer
Barbara Snell Jozefa Sobski Hilary Taylor
Jennifer Toisuta Janet Walsh Maureen Ward
Betty Wearing Jan Wood
Donations of material expand our collection:
Liz Fitzgerald Beryl Women Inc
Spinifex Press TM Publicity

A warm welcome to our new members
Linda Mayer
Shauna Pollard
Neysha Santos
Anne Maree Stanley

YWCA Y Quest
Ambarvale High School visit

In early December a group of Year 9 students from
Ambarvale High School visited the Library as part of the 2016
YWCA Y Quest. They were accompanied by Coordinator
Christina Fosh and Y Quest volunteer Rose Marie.
Y Quest is an eight week leadership program, designed
to empower young women to take ownership of their
lives and become community role models. Activities
include community connectedness through volunteering,
knowledge of social welfare agencies, workshops on mental
health, sexual health, drug and alcohol, social environmental
concerns and indigenous culture awareness. The program
explores democratic processes and involves a visit to NSW
Parliament House with a member of the Legislative Council.
The Library is now included in the Y Quest program.
Board members Jozefa Sobski and Suzanne Marks took
the students on a tour of women’s issues through a poster
display selected by Sherri Hilario. It offered the students
the opportunity to learn about and acknowledge the
generations of women whose hard work and determination
achieved so much in gaining women’s right to vote, to
equal pay and equality within the family. The program
seeks to address a view common among young women
that feminism is redundant because everything has been
achieved. The poster display reinforced the message that
feminism is relevant in contemporary society and an
awareness of issues faced by women today is important for
maintaining the gains made and enhancing women’s rights.
Jozefa opened by explaining the purpose of our
Library and in particular Jessie Street’s work as an
advocate and campaigner for equal rights for women.
The students were invited to identify the issues that
currently concern them. Key issues were relationships,
domestic violence, friendships, employment opportunities
and how they experience puberty. They were particularly
concerned about their difficulties when confronted with
sexist language and attitudes, how this makes them feel
and what they can do about it. Discussion ensued about
their right to be treated with respect and how to respond
when they are not. We focused on emphasising that they
are entitled to be treated with respect and as an equal to
others as a right, both as a woman and as a human being.
Feedback from Christina and Rose Marie was that
the session was very worthwhile and they are planning to
continue to include our Library in their 2017 program.
Suzanne Marks

MEMBERSHIP / DONATION FORM
I wish to:
		




 renew my membership

join the library
make a donation
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Email: (Please print BLOCKLETTERS)
................................................................................................................................
 Please send newsletters by email instead of hardcopy.





Membership Category

Full Member $60

Organisation $120




Life member $1,000
Student $20 (conditions apply)

Concession $30 (Pensioner/Centrelink Concession Cardholders)

A membership year runs from 1 January to 31 December. Members joining after
1 October are financial until 31 December of the following year.

Donations (donations over $2 are tax deductible)



I wish to make a donation of $...............................






to the Library for general purposes
to the Library’s Capital Investment Fund

I am willing to have my name published in the Newsletter
I wish to remain anonymous

Payment Details
CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS: Westpac Bank is no longer accepting
manual vouchers for credit card payments. Therefore, payments will no
longer be issued the yellow credit card receipt. Credit card payments
can still be made in the usual way and will be processed electronically.
Please contact Jean Burns at the library if you have any questions.



Enclosed is my cheque/money order for $..........................................
(payable to Jessie Street National Women’s Library)



Please charge my MasterCard/Visa with $...........................................
Name of cardholder:.................................................................................
Card no.........................................................................................................
Expiry date ............./............. CCV_ _ _

Signature:...............................................................................................................

Auto Debit Authorisation



I authorise JSNWL to charge this, and all future membership
renewals as they fall due, to the credit card number above on this
form.



I authorise JSNWL to charge $.........................annually to the above
credit card as a donation to




the Library for general purposes or to
the Library’s Capital Investment Fund.

Signature:................................................................................................................

Become a volunteer



I would like to help the Library by becoming a volunteer. (You will
be contacted for an interview.)

Please forward the completed form to:

Jessie Street National Women’s Library
GPO Box 2656, Sydney NSW 2001
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Jessie Street National Women’s Library
GPO Box 2656 Sydney NSW 2001
ISSN 1838-0662
ABN 42 276162 418
Registered Charity No. CFN10255

Note: Please advise the Library if your contact details have changed.
Visit us:

523–525 Harris Street (cnr William Henry Street), Ultimo
Please use the intercom for admittance
Level access is via the Ultimo Community Centre in Bulwara Rd

Opening times:

The Library is open to the public Monday to Friday 10 am to 3 pm

Borrowing policy:

Postal Address:
GPO Box 2656
Sydney, NSW 2001

Telephone:
(02) 9571 5359

Email:

The public can access items using the interlibrary loan system. The public cannot borrow items
but may use them in their library of choice. A loan collection is available to financial members

info@nationalwomenslibrary.org.au

How to reach the Library:

www.nationalwomenslibrary.org.au

There are several ways to travel to the Library:
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The Library is a 20 minute walk from Town Hall Station through Darling Harbour or from
Central Station via the Goods Line walk or via Harris Street
Bus 501 (Railway Square to Ryde/West Ryde) at Ian Thorpe Aquatic Centre stop
Bus 389 (Maritime Museum to North Bondi) at Harris and Allan Streets stop
Light rail from Central Station or Dulwich Hill to Exhibition stop
There is limited two hour street meter parking available

Visit our website:
www.facebook.com/nationalwomenslibrary

