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NEWSLETTER
To keep women’s words, women’s works, alive and powerful — Ursula LeGuin

The speaker for this year’s Annual Luncheon on Monday 19 
September is Tanya Hosch. For two decades, Torres Strait 
Islander woman Tanya Hosch has dedicated herself to working 
for a fairer future for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples, and for all Australians. At the 
highest level of public policy, Tanya’s 
determined advocacy and outstanding 
decision-making skills have contributed to 
an impressive record of working to address 
disadvantage and inequity.

This work continues in Tanya’s current 
position, as Joint Campaign Director 
and the public face of the RECOGNISE 
movement — dealing with the fundamental 
unfairness that continues to exist in 
Australia’s Constitution.

RECOGNISE is the movement to 
raise community awareness and support 
to recognise Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people in the Australian 
Constitution and deal with the racial 
discrimination within it.

Achieving change is never simple and 
constitutional change in Australia, in particular, is historically 
difficult. It is a task that requires considered diplomacy, 
advocacy, persistence, persuasion, leadership and courage — 
qualities Tanya has in abundance.

Under Tanya’s leadership, the RECOGNISE movement 
has expanded exponentially over three years — with currently 
more than 290,800 signed on supporters. Tanya initiated 
RECOGNISE’s Journey to Recognition — a massive three 
year long community engagement exercise that has seen 
campaigners travel to 260 communities since May 2013. The 
Journey has now hosted 344 local recognition events and 
meetings with more than 26,560 Australians.

Since 2012, Tanya has galvanised support amongst the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and broader Australian 
communities — building a strong network of people to assist 
in the delivery of this historic task. This network includes 
countless local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
community leaders, including 2014 Australian of the Year 
Adam Goodes; sporting legends Michael O’Loughlin and 
Adam Gilchrist; and former Australian Democrats deputy 
leader Aden Ridgeway. Tanya has forged partnerships with 
a coalition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health, 
legal and educational bodies; a growing base of peak bodies 
including the Federation of Ethnic Communities’ Councils 

of Australia; major sporting codes including the AFL, NRL 
and Cricket Australia; companies such as Qantas, Telstra and 
Energy Australia; faith groups; local governments; and not-
for-profits. Building this momentum is the product of tireless 

work, persistence and a passionate drive 
for change.

In 2014 Tanya was appointed to 
the Review Panel of the 2013 Act of 
Recognition to assess and provide a 
report to the Minister for Aboriginal 
Affairs. More recently, Tanya was 
appointed to the Referendum Council, 
the body responsible for leading a series 
of community conventions and paving the 
pathway to a Referendum model. 

She is the Independent Chair of 
Price Waterhouse Coopers Indigenous 
Consulting; has been a board director of 
Bangarra Dance Theatre, and is currently 
a Director of The Australian Centre for 
Social Innovation, the Indigenous Lands 
Council and the Australian Indigenous 
Governance Institute.

Tanya has held advocacy and consulting roles with the 
aim of increasing philanthropic investment into Indigenous 
development. She was a foundation Director of the 
Australian Indigenous Leadership Centre and a driving force 
in the creation of both the National Congress of Australia’s 
First Peoples (the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
elected representative body) and the Australian Indigenous 
Governance Institute. From 2011 to 2014 she served as 
Deputy Chair of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Health Equality Council.

In 2013 Tanya was named in the South Australian 
Women’s Honour Roll and in 2012, 2013 and 2015 she was 
a nominee in the Westpac and Australian Financial Review 
list of ‘100 Women of Influence’ Awards. In 2014 she was 
a nominee in Daily Life’s Women of the Year Human Rights 
category. In 2013 Tanya, along with Jason Glanville, addressed 
the National Press Club on the topic of constitutional 
recognition. 

Tanya Hosch has made a considerable contribution to 
the promotion of social justice and equity in Australia that 
will leave a lasting legacy for the nation’s values and for many 
diverse communities. 

Make a note of the date for this unique opportunity to 
hear Tanya and show your support for the RECOGNISE 
movement!

Campaign for Constitutional Recognition

Annual Luncheon Monday 19 September 2016
Download your booking form at www.nationalwomenslibrary.org.au
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Jessie Street National Women’s Library
Australia’s National Women’s Library is a specialist library, 
its focus being the collection and preservation of the literary 
and cultural heritage of women from all ethnic, religious and 
socio-economic backgrounds.

Aims
• To heighten awareness of women’s issues
• To preserve records of women’s lives and activities
• To support the field of women’s history
• To highlight women’s contribution to this country’s 

development

Patrons
Quentin Bryce AD CVO; Elizabeth Evatt AC; Clover 
Moore Lord Mayor of Sydney; Professor Emerita Jill Roe AO; 
Laurence Street AC KCMG

Board of Management
Jozefa Sobski, Chair; Suzanne Marks,Vice Chair;
Jan Burnswoods, Secretary; Jean Burns, Treasurer;
Michele Ginswick, Diane Hague, Robyn Harriott, 
Barbara Henery, Sherri Hilario, Beverley Kingston, 
Beverley Sodbinow

Editorial Team
Kris Clarke, Editor; 
Katharine Stevenson, Graphic Designer

Annual General Meeting 2016
This year the Library’s Annual General Meeting was held 
on Thursday 7 April, a change from our usual Saturday 
event. The increased attendance suggests that it would be a 
good idea to schedule it on a weekday in future.

The Board now comprises Chair Jozefa Sobski, Deputy 
Suzanne Marks, Secretary Jan Burnswoods, Treasurer Jean 
Burns, and seven other members — Michele Ginswick, 
Diane Hague, Robyn Harriott, Barbara Henery, Sherri 
Hilario, Bev Kingston & Bev Sodbinow.

The Annual Report and the audited Financial 
Statements were approved at the meeting. They show good 
progress in the Library’s achievements of its main goals and 
in its financial position. The Annual Report is available on 
our website.

Facebook update
The top spot on Facebook with the greatest 
number of hits ever was the launch of ‘Did She 

Say That?’ with the famous Rebecca West quote. It reached 
8822 people with 128 shares, showing a real connection 
with that quote. 

A warm welcome to our new members
Kathryn Beringer, Erica Brennan 

Christina Gustafsson, Barbara Guthrie, Sophie Hancock 
Jessica Norman-Mengel, Kathleen Smith, Deidre Sparrius 

Cecile Yazbek, Maggie Young

16 June*: Maggie Young
Isabella Mary Kelly 
In 1838 pioneer Isabella Mary Kelly ran 
a cattle station in the Manning Valley in 
NSW. Suffering hardship because of her 
success and falsely accused of stealing 
her own cattle she was imprisoned in the 
notorious Darlinghurst gaol. This talk 
relates her story as in Isabella the play.
* Held in the Treasury Room.

21 July: Joan Morgan McCarthy and 
Maureen Smith 
The Myths of Ageing
Joan and Maureen co-authored Sixty 
Strong & Sexy: Women share their secrets and 
Glimpses into the lives of positively ageing 
women and talk about why and how they 
wrote these books. They will also read 
extracts and present an entertaining 
parody on the subject.

18 August:  Robyn Arrowsmith
Memories and Experiences of Australian 
WWII War Brides in America
Fifteen thousand young Australian 
women married US servicemen during 
the 1940s, leaving their families to join 
their husbands in America. This talk 
covers their experiences and memories of 
adjusting to cultural change while settling 
into new roles.

LUNCH HOUR TALKS — third Thursday of the month

Venue/Time: 12.00-1.30pm. Southern Function Room, 4th Floor, Town Hall House, 456 Kent St Sydney. 
Cost: $16 (members) $22 (non-members) including light lunch. Pay at the door. Book by noon Monday before the talk. Ph (02) 9571 5359
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Vale Margot Simington 1939-2016
Dr Margot Simington PhD sadly and unexpectedly died 
on 23 March. She joined the Library in 1993 and after 

moving to Sydney from Canberra 
in 2005 served for ten years as an 
active volunteer. She played crucial 
roles both as a member of the Lunch 
Hour Talks team and as co-editor 
with Kris Clarke of the Newsletter. 
To quote her LHT colleague Michele 
Ginswick: ‘As a co-producer of the 
LHTs, which she rarely missed, she 
was mainly responsible for recording 
the talks, and getting speakers to 

sign Permission Notes so we could legally reprint a version 
in the Newsletter and, more recently, on our website. She 
then ensured that the transcription was made by sending 
the recording to Helen Ruby in Queensland. It was Margot 
who had the idea of using a smart banner to replace the 
Library tea towel, organised to have it made and brought it 
to each month’s talk. Importantly she frequently proposed 
names of possible speakers and, when included, organised 
their invitation and acceptance to speak.’

She became Newsletter co-editor when Shirley Jones 
resigned as editor in 2010. In summing up her experience 
of working with Margot Kris Clarke said: ‘She took the 
role very seriously and was extremely meticulous, working 
tirelessly on Newsletter articles to ensure they read well and 
were free of errors, factual or typographical.’

Margot’s funeral service was a revelation for Library 
members who attended when we learned how rich and 
full her life had been. She taught at both the University 
of New England and Duntroon Military College when 
her husband Ian’s career took them to Canberra. She was 
awarded her PhD by the University of NSW, her thesis topic 
being ‘Australian Foreign Policy Towards New Caledonia, 
1939-1945’. At Duntroon she co-edited the Australian 
Defence Force Journal and published in the journal Historical 
Studies and for some 15 years held a career position in the 
Department of Defence before retiring in 2004. After the 
death of close friend John Robertson in 1989, Margot 
worked tirelessly on his manuscript resulting in the book 
Anzac and Empire:Tragedy and Glory of Gallipoli (1991).

Margot loved literature and belonged to two book clubs. 
As Kris observed, her love of books may have been one 
of her motives in joining the Library. She was passionate 
about art, regularly attending lectures at the NSW Art 
Gallery and acquiring a small collection of cherished 
artworks which she shared with her family. She lovingly 
nurtured her grandchildren’s aesthetic development by 
treating them to many artistic experiences, even though, we 
were told, they sometimes would have preferred the latest 
blockbuster film.  She loved music which she practised as a 
dedicated chorister with the Joubert Singers, who filled the 
chapel at her funeral with sublime renditions in Latin and 
Estonian; she regularly attended classical concerts.  She was 
a member of a French conversation class for many years and 
read literature in French. A mainstay of U3A Leichhardt,  
she helped organise classes for ten years. She kept fit by 
rowing regularly with the Leichhardt Rowing Club.

She held strong values about politics, equity, social 
justice, climate change and public education.  An ardent 
conservationist, she even recycled gladwrap. Jozefa Sobski 
said of her: ‘She had a deep love of family, determination, 
tenacity, high standards and a social conscience which led 
to her support of many causes.’ One she supported was 
Birthing Kits Foundation Australia whose kits helped save 
the lives of mothers and babies in third world countries by 
reducing the risk of infection. 

‘The absence of her smile and hearty laugh will leave a 
palpable emptiness among the Thursday volunteers’, said 
Kris. Margot touched many lives and will be deeply missed 
by all.

General donations since February 2016
Donations of money help meet day-to-day running costs: 

Marlene Arditto, Jane Allen, Baiba Berzins
Elizabeth Clarke, Mavis Clements, Ruth Callaghan
Elaine Cohen, Margaret Duckworth 
Deirdre Freiberg, Anne-Marie Kestle
Judith Harrington, Mary Henderson
Barbara Jill Guthrie, Ardyce Harris, Anna Logan
Robyn Mathison, Bronwyn Marks, Suzanne Marks
Anne Marsden, Bridget McKern, Noel Mills
Penelope Nelson, Diane Openshaw
Caroline Phillips, Judith Seale, Maureen Ward
Robyn Ward 

Donations of material expand our collection:
Jude Conway   Jane Pollard
Centre for Rural and Remote Women’s Health
Fremantle Press  Spinifex Press

Capital Investment Fund
Since it was launched in September 2009, the Capital 
Investment Fund has reached $292,533. Our target is 
$500,000, the interest from which will provide essential 
support for Library operations. If you would like to 
contribute, please indicate on the membership/donation 
form on this page.
CIF donations since February 2016: 

Sue Comrie-Thompson  Sybil Jack
Frances Lemmes  Bridget McKern 
Diane Openshaw  Alice Oppen
Kathleen Mary Smith Rosalind Wallis
Valerie Weeks Estate of the late Robin Porter

Margot Simington and volunteer Christine Smith

Suzanne Marks
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND THE CONSTITUTION
Panel DiscussionLUNCH HOUR TALK 18 February 2016

For more in-depth reading on matters raised in the panel discussion:
Closing the Gap Report 2016:  http://closingthegap.dpmc.gov.au/
Reconciliation Australia:  https://www.reconciliation.org.au/
Reconciliation Report: 
 https://www.reconciliation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/State-of-Reconciliation-Report_SUMMARY.pdf
NSW Reconciliation:  http://www.nswreconciliation.org.au/
Referendum Council:  https://www.pm.gov.au/media/2015-12-07/referendum-council
Publications by Megan Davis:  http://www.law.unsw.edu.au/profile/megan-davis/publications
Stan Grant speech: 
 http://www.ethics.org.au/on-ethics/blog/january-2016/stan-grant-s-speech-on-racism-and-the-australian-d
Noel Pearson addresses the National Press Club: 
 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-01-27/noel-pearson-addresses-the-national-press-club/7118578
Get involved:  http://www.cpsu.com.au/2014/04/recognise-campaign-get-involved/

The February Lunch 
Hour Talk was a departure 
from our usual format. It 
was a combination of a 
panel discussion and the 
presentation of a DVD, 
followed by a question 
and answer session with 
the audience. 

The panel consisted 
of Jane Innes, Sheilagh 
Kelly and Robyn 

Hutchinson, three quite formidable members of the 
Women’s Reconciliation Network (WRN) ‘Constitutional 
Recognition Forum’. They discussed issues relating to the 
recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
in the Australian Constitution, with contributions from 
the audience.

Robyn explained that members of the WRN are mostly 
women who have been meeting in the Redfern Community 
Centre for twenty odd years. They are passionate and 
involved in everything relating to indigenous rights and 
part of the movement trying to raise awareness about 
constitutional recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Island peoples. 

Jane spoke about the Referendum Council established 
by the Federal Government to advise on the next steps. At 
the moment Recognition is still unclear — the only thing 
that is certain is that the Referendum Council intends 
to hold national consultations this year. She stated that 
the State of Reconciliation Report acknowledges that there 
is not a lot of connection and trust between Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal communities. Given the history, the 
promises, the changes in Ministers, it is understandable 
that members of Aboriginal communities find it hard to 
trust in that situation. Building trust is therefore extremely 
important at this particular time. There are signs that it is 
happening and the Referendum Council is a good first step 
forward.  

According to the latest Reconciliation Report, 
something like 72% of people think the relationship with 
Aboriginal people is important. There has been a strong 
push to have indigenous consultations leading the way and 
there has been a lot of public discussion, most recently 
following the Stan Grant speech which Noel Pearson 
lauded in his National Press Club Address. 

Jane introduced the DVD ‘Exploring Perspectives’. 
On 26 March 2014 the WRN hosted a Public Forum in 
Ashfield Town Hall attended by about 300 people. The 
two hour session was edited and condensed into the 26 
minute DVD. It is an excellent introduction to a difficult 
subject. It is not a DVD produced for end to end viewing. 
There are short segments of intense content for interested 
people who want to shift their learning and gain a different 
view of this really complex topic.

One of the issues the DVD highlighted is that the 
current Constitution gives the Government the power 
to make laws that affect a particular race. People in 1967 
believed that such laws would be made for the benefit 
of these people, but as the High Court decision in the 
Hindmarsh Island Bridge case showed, that is not actually 
the case. Jane believes that a constitutional change to 
replace the race power by a positive power consistent with 
international law is achievable.

Robyn emphasized the need for as much discussion as 
possible, all over the country, including in our schools:  She 
believes there is a great opportunity to get the discussion 
of the Constitution out into schools and have a look at it 
and start to understand why there is such a concern about 
it.  She also stressed that all of us with our friends and 
neighbours and networks can help to further the discussion 
and awareness raising. 

The Q and A session at the end was lively, with 
audience members admitting that they were not aware of 
the limitations of the Constitution, one person reflecting 
“... we’re all Australians and we should all get on together —   
whoever we are — whatever race we come from and change 
the Constitution to be more inclusive of everybody ...”. 

Transcription by Helen Ruby, report by Katharine Stevenson
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VOICES ON THE WIND
Speaker: Cecile YazbekLUNCH HOUR TALK 17 March 2016

What is it like to be part of a small 
ethnic group growing up in a distant 
country, struggling to live in a hostile 
culture and find a sense of identity? 
This is the core issue at the heart of 
Cecile Yazbek’s works. 

Cecile is the author of Olive 
trees around my table — Growing up 
Lebanese in the old South Africa, and 
Mezze to Milk tart — From the Middle 
East to Africa in my vegetarian kitchen. 
Her first novel, Voices on the Wind, 
the subject of the talk, examines 
what life was like living in apartheid 
South Africa for a Lebanese-born 
migrant family.

Cecile spoke fondly of her 
Lebanese grandmother Isabel, who 
died 40 years ago in South Africa. 
Her grandmother was something of a mystery to Cecile; 
questioning about her past eventually revealed a private 
and public shame and fear. She was ashamed of her 
arranged marriage as a child bride to a much older man; 
the public shame arose from having to fight in court for 
their human rights to be recognised — to be allowed to 
remain in South Africa with full citizenship as accorded 
to every white person. 

One of the restrictions imposed was that those 
classified as non-white were forbidden to own property. 
Racial status in South Africa from the early 1900s 
governed every detail of life from birth to death. After 
1948, the Lebanese lived in fear that the nationalist 
apartheid government could reverse their racial status.

Voices on the Wind begins with Eva, a young Australian 
grieving the sudden death of her Lebanese grandmother, 
prompting her to visit South Africa to explore her 
ancestry. Apartheid is long dead. What Eva finds In the 
Maronite museum provides a perspective on what life 
was like for the early Lebanese arrivals. As the narrative 
progresses, her grief abates and the healing begins. 

Although the story of grandparents Edmond and Lily 
Khalil is fiction it is firmly rooted in the historical facts. 
It is set after the second Anglo-Boer war (1899-1902) in 
Queenstown South Africa: sheep farming made the town 
affluent and hawkers would pull their carts from farm to 
farm selling homewares to remote households.  Various 
groups of Boers, English, amaXhosa, Indians, Jews, 
Greeks and Lebanese lived in socially unequal harmony.

In 1913 Moses Gandur was denied the right to 
purchase land in Johannesburg. The Maronite Lebanese 
Church helped Gandur to win, in the Supreme Court, 
the right to remain in South Africa with all the privileges 
of a European because of his Christian beliefs. The novel 
makes Edmond the hero in court, holding his bible aloft, 
as he wins European status for the Lebanese, allowing 
property ownership and schooling with other white 
children. Later he laments, ‘Poor Indian trader Patel, his 
holy book won’t save him here.’

Young women would marry much 
older men and were taken halfway 
around the world, as did Cecile’s 
maternal grandmother, who arrived 
in South Africa a married, pregnant 
14-year-old. Aged 40, she learned to 
speak English and became an avid 
reader, encouraged by her daughters 
who taught her to read Little Women 
by Louisa May Alcott; she later 
became absorbed in bodice rippers, 
destroying them after reading so that 
her granddaughters would not find 
them. Cecile’s grandmother spoke in 
Arabic to encourage Cecile to learn the 
language.

As a child of a politically active 
father Cecile rebelled against the 
silencing, and found the stories of 

men and women burdened by personal suffering. Her 
grandparents’ generation lived with the stigma of having 
had to fight for the legal recognition of their ‘whiteness’, 
their humanity. Her parents’ generation was ashamed 
of their powerlessness under apartheid — their status 
fought for and won by a system that presaged apartheid. 
It was this silencing that inspired Cecile to weave their 
stories into Voices in the wind. Empowered by this healing 
narrative and reclaiming her memory, she satisfies the 
universal desire for home and belonging: her strong 
sense of identity comes from her grandmother’s Arabic 
language, her mother’s Lebanese cooking and her father’s 
dark skin and generous nose.

Cecile’s family migrated to Australia to flee South 
African politics. Her grandparents moved to South Africa 
from poverty to the promise of plenty in the  discovery of 
gold and diamonds. Cecile’s story of the racial struggle of 
a small ethnic group in a distant place is relevant to us in 
Australia today where racism still creates disharmony and 
hinders peaceful coexistence.

The sense of longing was further enhanced at the 
end of the talk when Lebanese singer Vicky Maroun 
performed a classical Arabic song, Take me back, a wistful 
yearning for home.

Report by Kris Clarke

Cecile (centre) with singer Vicky and guitarist (third and second 
from right) and other attendees at the lunch hour talk
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In February I represented the Library in 
Nowra NSW at the official launch of the 
Retrospective of the art and life of Dimity 
Figner. It was a fascinating experience 
seeing Dimity’s paintings, drawings, 
etchings and sculptures in bronze, 
wood and plaster and renewing an old 
acquaintance with her. It was very sad to 
hear that Dimity died in late April.

Dimity’s life of work, art and activism 
spanned five decades. She participated 
in the burgeoning feminist movement in 
Sydney, marched and protested to change 
the abortion laws and fought for equal pay.  
She lived her politics and her art, weaving 
these two strong threads into every paid and 
unpaid job she had, including teaching, 
illustration, cartooning, counselling, art 
therapy, community welfare work and 
establishing and running the Non-Sexist Resources Centre 
for the NSW Department of Education.  Her feminism, 
activism and artistic abilities saw her joining the Matilda 
Graphics Collective, Women’s Action Theatre and 
contributing illustrations to many feminist publications 
including Refractory Girl, Womanspeak and Scarlet Woman.  

As is so often the case with the Library’s poster 
collection, we were unaware that we had some of 

Dimity’s work. The 1975 poster entitled 
'International Women's Year: repeal all 
abortion laws / demonstrate december 6' 
has a striking women’s symbol designed 
by Dimity. We were contacted by Robin 
McLaughlin, one of a team organising 
the Retrospective, who had found the 
poster in our catalogue and wanted a 
high resolution image for the exhibition. 
We were delighted that we could also 
properly recognise Dimity’s design in our 
catalogue. We also made the invitation 
to the exhibition, containing both the 
symbol and one of Dimity’s sculptures, 
our first ever e-poster.

The exhibition was co-curated by 
Robin McLaughlin and Tania Morandini 
from Shoalhaven City Arts Centre, with 
assistance from Dimity’s two daughters, 

Katie and Zofie, and from artists, writers and teachers in 
the region. It was a great initiative and one that could be 
emulated elsewhere.

Dimity and her family have given the Library some of 
the papers of her mother, Dora Armytage, a feminist and 
political activist. Dimity was also planning to donate some 
of her own artwork, and her daughters will be carrying this 
out. The Library welcomes these additions to our collections.

.Jan Burnswoods

Dimity Figner — feminist, activist and artist

Legend (clockwise from left): 
Dimity with the portrait 
of her friend, the late Lara 
Schlensky; 

Small bronze: ‘Seated 
Woman’;  

Dimity hanging an etching 
with co-curator Tania 
Morandini; 

Collage at the entrance to 
the retrospective: Dimity; 
Dimity’s mother Dora 
Armytage; three generations: 
Dimity, Dora, Zofie and 
Katie in the 1970s.
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MEMBERSHIP / DONATION FORM

I wish to:    join the library  renew my membership 

    make a donation

Date:  ............./............./............. 

Title: Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss/Dr/other

Name: ....................................................................................................................

Address: ................................................................................................................

Tel: (h)................................. (w) .............................. (m) .......................................

Email: (Please print BLOCKLETTERS)

................................................................................................................................
   Please send newsletters by email instead of hardcopy.

Membership Category

  Full Member $60      Life member $1,000

   Organisation $120     Student $20 (conditions apply)

  Concession $30 (Pensioner/Centrelink Concession Cardholders)

A membership year runs from 1 January to 31 December. Members joining after 
1 October are financial until 31 December of the following year.

Donations (donations over $2 are tax deductible)

   I wish to make a donation of $............................... 

   to the Library for general purposes

   to the Library’s Capital Investment Fund

  I am willing to have my name published in the Newsletter 

  I wish to remain anonymous

Payment Details

  Enclosed is my cheque/money order for $ .........................................
 (payable to Jessie Street National Women’s Library)

  Please charge my MasterCard/Visa with $ ..........................................

 Name of cardholder: ................................................................................

 Card no. .......................................................................................................

 Expiry date ............./.............

Signature: ..............................................................................................................

Auto Debit Authorisation

  I authorise JSNWL to charge this, and all future membership 
renewals as they fall due, to the credit card number above on this 
form.

   I authorise JSNWL to charge $ ........................annually to the above 
credit card as a donation to 

    the Library for general purposes or to 

   the Library’s Capital Investment Fund.

Signature: ...............................................................................................................

Become a volunteer
  I would like to help the Library by becoming a volunteer. (You will 

be contacted for an interview.)

Please forward the completed form to:

Jessie Street National Women’s Library
GPO Box 2656, Sydney NSW 2001

Joan Kirner —  Opening Doors

On 7 April the Library and EMILY’s List jointly hosted 
a celebration of the life of Joan Kirner, and officially 
unveiled her portrait, temporarily located in the Library. 
The portrait is entitled ‘Opening Doors’, a very apt title 
for Joan, as our guest speaker Lyndsay Connors explained.

Lyndsay and Joan met as young mothers in the 
days of anti-Vietnam War rallies, women’s liberation, 
the Women’s Electoral Lobby and the Whitlam 
Government. Lyndsay was an activist in Canberra and 
Joan was President of the Victorian Federation of P&C 
Associations. 

Joan burst onto the scene heading a band of parents — 
largely women — who had become active with their local 
public schools. Well educated and faced with a dearth 
of child care, this generation faced barriers in taking 
their rightful place in the workforce. Joan Kirner saw 
that they were a small army with the potential to organise 
meetings and rallies, and to write policy documents that 
demanded action from a wealthy and advanced nation to 
give its children the very best schooling we could afford. 

Lyndsay Connors reminisced about the young Joan’s 
strong values, her drive and energy, strategic intelligence, 
sense of priorities and negotiating skills. She spent her life 
opening doors, going through them herself and keeping 
them open for others. Her establishment of EMILY’s 
List to support 
women political 
candidates is a 
prime example, 
as is her work in 
education and in 
Landcare. 

Other speakers 
included Tanya 
Plibersek MP, 
Helen West-wood, 
Jozefa Sobski and 
Helen L’Orange. 
Councillor Linda 
Scott and many 
others enjoyed an 
inspiring evening.

Jan Burnswoods

L to R: Lyndsay Connors, Jozefa Sobski and Helen Westwood

Volunteers Helen McCarthy and Lyn Eggins
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Postal Address:
GPO Box 2656

Sydney, NSW 2001

Telephone:
(02) 9571 5359

Email:
info@nationalwomenslibrary.org.au

Visit our website:
www.nationalwomenslibrary.org.au

 www.facebook.com/nationalwomenslibrary

Note: Please advise the Library if your contact details have changed.

Visit us:
523–525 Harris Street (cnr William Henry Street), Ultimo

Please use the intercom for admittance
Level access is via the Ultimo Community Centre in Bulwara Rd

Opening times:
The Library is open to the public Monday to Friday 10 am to 3 pm

Borrowing policy:
The public can access items using the interlibrary loan system. The public cannot borrow items 
but may use them in their library of choice. A loan collection is available to financial members

How to reach the Library:
There are several ways to travel to the Library:

 The Library is a 20 minute walk from Town Hall Station through Darling Harbour or from 
Central Station via the Goods Line walk or via Harris Street

 Bus 501 (Railway Square to Ryde/West Ryde) at Ian Thorpe Aquatic Centre stop 
 Bus 389 (Maritime Museum to North Bondi) at Harris and Allan Streets stop
 Light rail from Central Station or Dulwich Hill to Exhibition stop
 There is limited two hour street meter parking available


